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Information Division Manitions Building 





Air Corps wary 8, Ms _ Washington, D.C. 
The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute informetion on aero- 

neutics to the flying »yersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corns, National 

Guard, and others conte cted with aviation. 
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INCH ‘BY TCH, OR PATIENCE IS rn VIRTUE 


The title. of this’ might aiso be "My Impressions of Captive Ballooning." It 
reletes the adventures of Lieut. Julian B. Haddon, Air Corps, during a flight 
from Rockwell Field, San Diego, Calif., to the Middletowm Air Depot,..Middletowm, 
Pa. Lieut. Haddon is at the »resent time on duty in the Materiel Liaison Sec- 


' tion, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. Incidentally, he was the chief 


figure in a thrilling adventure ‘over a year avo when he was initiated as a mem- 
ber of the Caterpillar Club. this initiation was quite a strenuous one, for 

in an altitude test flight,’ after ascending!:to 34,Q00 feet and encountering a 
temperature of 50 degrees below zero, he became unconscious due to the lack 

of oxygen and did not regain his sexses until the aircraft had dived down to 
about 9,000 feet. It is er ong to fall 25,000 feet, but to wake up and 
find your airplane in flames is a little too much. 

After making every effort to extinguish the flames, but without success, 
end losing 6,000 feet more altitude, Lieut. Haddon finally abandoned his plane 
at 3,000 feet and landed with quite a hard jolt on the. frozen ground. 

But to contime with what we started out to say. For all of his years in 
the Army, there is one thing that Haddon hadn't learned, and that is to "never 
volunteer." If a certain proposition is a good thing, there will be a lorg 
waiting line, and‘ that is whet you should "bast" into. However, when a call 
wert out for a pilot to ferry a plane across the country, Haddon volunteered. 
Then he found out that it was a PT, a primary training type of plane, cruising 
speed about 75 miles or so per hour. It was too late then to back out, so our 
Her. - but let him tell his own story. 

 WYes, I went’ into this with my eyes open, ". séz he. "It was. no extra-duty 
gunighment assignment. I flew ‘out in the rear.seat where the sun could get at 
me-and blister my lips. I landed at Yuma and Tucson, Arizona (that leg was 
a long one), Lordsburg, EI Paso and Midland.’. I expect a bill from the owners 
of the pipe line running from El Paso to Midland. After I left Wink, I didn't 
know if I had enough gas to take me into Midland. <A fine lot of country to 
come. down in without gas. I started sweating, end when I say that I don't mean 
perspiration but honest to goodness sweat. I later learned it had fallen dom 
along the pipe line and rusted the piping. Anyyey, that showed how closely I 
followed the pipe line, which is the direct route. 

.L got into Midland and they poured forty. gallons into the 42~ga1lon tanks 
of. the PT, that is, two tanks of 21 gallons:each. Then I made Abilene, Dallas, 

eahoma City, Muskogee and Soringfield. ° Up to that time I had had no trouble 
in cranking the motor, but at Springfield I had to wait for an hovr before they 
could find me an experienced mechanic to crank her up. Most of,the mechanics 
at co:merciel fields dislike to-crenk up motors through the props, as most 
modern commercial jobs have starters. Then I made Scott Field, Indianapolis, 
Dayton and Uniontown. 

Up to that time I had been averaging 78=80 miles an hour, with a slight 
teil wind helping me along. When I left Uniontown I had a 73-mile wind right 
into Middletom, this wind being encountered at an altitude of 6,500 feet. 

Yes, the PT, with my baggage, actually did get that high. You see, I was 
quite experienced in PI's by this time. 

Finally I meade Middletown after nine days en route, having been held up 
several times by bad weather. Now that I managed to last it out in a PT, I am 
thinking of making it in a . bicycle. Anyway, it's more fun than sitting on a 
flag pole." : 

. == 000mm 

Nine airplanes from Brooks Field and eleven. from Kelly Field were flow to 
Abilene, Texes, recently to participate in the dedication of a new airport 
there, Major C.l. Tinker headed the Kelly Field flyers and Captain C.L. 
Chennault was in charge of the Brooks Field fli ght. 
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PURSUITERS VISIT THE BIG CITY 
By the Nevs Letter Corres .0ndent 


With the arrival of the new Pel2's, the 94th Pursuit Souadron, First Pur. 
‘suit Grow, Selfridge Field, Mich., has been organized into three »ermanent 
flights with »ermanent flight and element leaders. Each flight has its distinct- 
ive markings to aid in »nerforming, and this scheme has vorked out very satisfac. 
torily. Each flight has its ow distinctive color, with a double bear on the 
upper wing for flight leader and a single bar for element leader. During the 
recent maneuvers with the Navy at Groton, Conn., the Squadron took off sinzly 
and was in formation above the bombers within four minutes. 

Upon the commletion of the maneuvers on the East Coast, Ist Lieut. James 2, 
Duke, Ire, was ordered to deliver one of the Squadron's P-12's to Bolling Field, 
He left the Squadron at Groton, being scheduled to return to. Selfridge by rail, 
The shortage in shins thus caused will be filled by a P-l2 ferried from Rockvell 
Field by Lieut. Morgen. 

On the way to Connecticut, the Squadron s»xent the night at Mitchel Field, 
and the bright lights of New York lured most of the officers. Des »ite the warn- 
ings of those who kmew the city, and the ways of the city slicker, Lieut. Crabb 
was no match for the wits of a Nev York taxi driver and cheerfully conated a 
dollar and thirty-five cents for a thirty-five cent bill. Lieut. Duke, by min 
strength only it seems, »revented Lieut. Bolen from going to Coney Island end, 
after much »versuation, convinced him that a smell cigarette dis»lay machine in 
3 show window did not meke all the cigerettes for the United States. 

The 94th arrived at Trumbull Field on Saturday, May 24th, to cooverate with 
the 96th Bombing Squadron of Langley Field and the 5th Observation Squadron fron 
Mitchel Field against the Navy in their attemoted commaign against the coest de- 
fenses and the Submarine Ease at New London end Long Islend Sound. Nothing of 
note ha-ypened the first dey except the Bombers lending down wind, end the wer 
wes over until Monday. : 

On Monday the Bombers were ordered out to bomb the fleet which wes maneuver- 
ing off Fisher's Island, and the 94th went un for »rotection egeinst any eneny 
aircraft. On TuesGay the Nevy carried out a theoretical landing »rogrem on the 
coast defenses, with the shivs from Trumbull Field ettacking from the air. 

Wednesday wes the big day of the meneuvers, with the Nevy eirolanes coming 
in in force to bomb the Submarine Base and Trumbull Field. The 94th met them 
out over Fisher's Island, theorétically destroyed them, and the Squadron had 
just reformed in the event of another attack when the entire Navy air force 
arrived. Agein the Pursuit attacked, and the battle gradually broke u> into a 
sky full of dog fights which were only broken up by running low on gas. The 
Navy ships were considered out of the combat by that time, in s»rite of the fact 
that the Pursuit ships dodged radio aerials during the whole melee. 

Qn Thursday the war wes over, and the different squadrons took off for 
their home stations. The 94th landed to refuel at Mitchel Field before the 
flight to Buffalo, and started out. After reaching the conclusion that the 
whole country east of the Mississix2i was covered with rain storms and that the 
visibility could only be compared to thick nea soup, Lieut. Johnson turned back 
to Mitchel Field and the 94th arrived at Selfridge Field late the next day. 

At Buffalo, Lieut. Henry's ship tried to taxi into the commercial ships without 
@ pilot, but Lieut. A.T. Johnson, with a show of sprinting ability that surorisec 
everyone, cut the throttle and, with Lieut. Bolen acting as an efficient anchor, 
stopped the runaway with ~ienty of snace to svare. 

Just one thing more. Lieut. Bolen ves credited with the lowest end sefest 
parachute jum) on record when he -wlled his ri» cord in getting out of the shin 
efter a flight from a height of six inches. No cesualties to nilot, shi» or 
parechute. 

---000--- 


NEW OFFICERS FOR THE AIR CoRPs 


A total of 32 nev officers were recently ax ,0inted 2nd Lieutenants in the 
Air Corps, Regular Army, 211 of them with renk from Mey 8, 1930. According to 
Special Orders No. 136, War Denertment, June 12, 1950, these officers are 
assigned to stations, as follows: 
To France Field, Panama Carial Zone: Roy Dele Butler 


Berkeley Everett Nelson 
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To Fort Crockett, Gelveston, Texés: Frederick Ferl Calhoun 
Lewrence C. Westley 


To Fort Riley, Kansas; - - - - - - - Clarence Edward Inyort 

: ; Dyke Francis Meyer 
fo Fort Sill, Oklehoma: - - - - - - Dowglas Thompson Mitchell 
To the Hawaiian Devartment: - - - - Mevrice Milton Works 


Ivan Mcrris Atteroury 

James Mchinzie Thompson 

Jobn Hnvert Davies 

Edvin Williem Pawlings 

Theodore Bernard s£nderson 

Oliver Steaton Picoer 

William Jolmsom Scott 

Arcaibal.d Jonnston Henna, 

Ee aa Richard August Grussendorf 

To Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala.: Anthony Quintus iMustoe 
To Mitchel Field, L.I., New York: - Rovert Lyle Brookings 

Arthur Francis Merevether 

Hugh Francis lhicCaffery 
To Langley Field, Virginia: - - - - John Hiett Ives 
To Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif.: Carl Earold Murray 

Gerald Hoyle 

Tom William Scott 

To Selfridge Field,Mt. Clemens, Mich:Jorred Vincent Crabb 

Robert Kinnaird Giovannoli 

Julius Kahn Lacey 

Gecrge Frank McGuire 

Minthorne Woolsey Reed 

Morley Frederick Slaght 

axl Ralph Feldmann 
With the exceotion of Lieuts. Brookings, Slaght and Giovannoli, all of the 
above named officers graduated from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, on February 15, 1950. Licut. Giovennoli graduated from the Advanced 
Flying School on October 20, 1928, Lieut. Slaght on February 18, 1929, and 
Lieut. Brookings, a graduate of the United States Military Academy, in 1925. 
The last-named officer was a lst Lieutenant in the Air Corps when he resigned on 
Merch 30, 1929. 
~--000--= 


THREE-VORD SIGN ON PLANE AVERTS ACCIDENT 


Mitchel Field, N.Y., boasts of a rapid-fire sign painter whose »roficiency 
in this direction was the means of »reventing what might possibly have turned out 
to be a serious accident. 

Shortly before noon on May 26th, e commercial -ilot left Trumbull Field, New 
London, Conn., the base of the recent maneuvers, and just before he cleared the 
ground the right wheel of the landing gear of his »lane gave way. Unmindful of 
his predicement, the pilot continued blissfully on his vay. His danger was evi- 
dent to everyone on the ground, but not a single ship was dowm which could over- 
take him and warn him of the trouble. 

Before the shi» had gone more than a few miles, Lieut. S.E. Anderson, of the 
Sth Squadron, landed and was immediately sent out efter him. In the interim of 
several seconds betveen the take-off of Lieut. Anderson and the landing of Lieut. 
Donald (Bobo) Baxter in another O-1E, Lieut. "Pete" Peterson, of border fame and 
otherwise know as "Zoom," conceived the idea of painting a sign on the side of 
the next shin that came dorm. No sooner had Baxter taxied up to the line than 
"Pete" was slepoing huge letters on the side of the ship - LANDING GZaR BROKEN - 
following which Baxter vas on his way agein. ‘The crij led Aeromarine plane was 
overtaken and, although the wet siz had smeared until it was barely distinguish- 
able, the pilot divined its meaning, sew the broken wheel and waved understand- 
ingly. 

The same afternoon a revort came in from Providence, R.I., to the effect 
that the shi had lended without harm to either vilot or passenger and that they 
had forwarded a heartfelt vote of thanks for the quick thinking - and "Pete" 
isn't a Pursuiter ~ and assistance which averted what might have been a serious 
crack=11p. 
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BACK FOR A YEAR 
- . By Wm. J.. -Hahnel 


It was just a year ago that I.received my orders for active duty. I was 
living that time in Chicago, working as an engineer in a specialized line of con- 
munications development. ly income was somevihat more than the Army pay and alloy. 
ances. Furthermore, there were certain exnenses to be incurred incident to moving 
to my new station. I felt, however, that the year back with the Air Corps was 
well worth it. 

I had been one of those hovefuls who had gone into aviation after my dis- 
charge from the Army in 1919. I had not exactly “busted" into commercial aviation, 
so commercial aviation had not "busted" mo. Ent it was tough diggings for 
several years, and the uncertain income convinced me that electrical engineering 
was a better and surer proyosition. That was in 1922. 

With the boom in aviation in 1927, I found myself slipping. I was already 
established with a large comoany. I had been a flyer, but here were embryo flyers 
who were getting ahead of me in the world of commercial aeronautics. I held the 
rank of Cantain in the Reserve Corns and the rating of Junior Airplane Pilot. I 
felt that if I could only get in.a hundred hours on service type planes I might be 
eligible for the higher rating of Airplane Pilot. It was not that I intended to 
enter commercial aviation immediately, but I just did not like the idea of 
Slipping backward. The little inactive status flying which I performed now and 
then was not enough. What I needed was a year's dese. Then, with the much covet- 
ed A.P. rating - and it is a coveted rating among us Reserves - I felt I could 
look around and see what was what in the commercial flying game. 

Finally, early in 1929, I asolied for a year's active duty. The firm I was 
with allowed a sort of Sabbatical leave.of one year without »ay, so I was all 
fixed up on that score. I had to relinquish my Captaincy in the Reserves and 
come in as a second lieutenant, but this was agreeable to me. It was just a year 
from this writing that my orders arrived and I moved with my family to the station 
to which I was assigned. Within a few wecks after my arrival there, quarters 
were available. Although I had no »narticular "drag," the quarters were among the 
best at the field. 

So mich for my entrance into the service and the reasons therefor. I have 
heard comments from many sources regarding Reserves and their extended active 
duty tours. . My om »articular reasons were as stated above. I could live on the 
salary, meager though it was. Most important, however, I could pick up on my 
flying and be in a »vosition to take something good in commercial aviation if it 
came my way. My year in the Army wovld not hurt me in my former position; in 
fact, it would help me. Later I found this to be the case, due to the many con- 
tacts I made during my year with the Air Corns. Incidentally, I supvose that 
after a year's active duty I was better qualified as a Reserve officer. I do 
know that, humble as my duties were, I learned a lot about the service which will 
stand me in good stead should I ever be called to active duty in an emergency. 

I soon found things a bit different in this peace-time Army. My impressions 
jibed with those of Elliott White Springs in a story he wrote to illustrate that 
point. During the War - *~ the Air Service was abundantly populated with He-Men. 
At least, I suppose they were that, as they talked in a loud voice of Discipline, 
looked askance at ordinary courtesy while braying about the military brand of it, 
had no consideration for subordinates and less for real efficiency and smooth 
teamwork, They were individualists supreme. In common with most R.M.A's, my 
experiences had been sad ones. 

Had I not heard that things were vastly different now, I would never have. 

. applied for active duty, but different they were.. Ths: word "discipline" was sel- 
dom mentioned, but we had plenty of it in my Group and also in my squadron. 
Everyone had a job and duties were performed reasonably well, otherwise one suf- 
fered the consequences. As a general proposition, however, they “put out." 

I soon found out that there were many things to do besides fly, also that 
this present: system of having »ractically all its officers flyers makes for effi- 
ciency in the Air Corps and that there is less "standing around" during the time 
there is no flying activity. All officers speak a conmon language. There is a 
minimum of explaining to do to some non-flying officer regarding the fundamentals 
of flying in order to stress the need of having this or that requisition filled. 

With respect to the enlisted men, I found that those regularly assigned to 
mechanical. duties were exactly like those mechanics in civil life with whom I had 
had considérable. experience - aggressive, ambitious, clear-minded chaps who: were 
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not misled by a surerior's uniform or his military statas in their judgment of 
his ability. Two impressions I had »reviously had were quickly dispelled. One 
was that soldiers are alveys growling and grumbling fcr no aysarent reason. 


1 
7 





Perhas it was the cuaity of our mess that icdémeed ‘growling to a minimom 
in our outfit. Lhe other imoression which was ouickly disnclled was that Air 
Corrs enlisted men arc crimarily mecharies, cannot drill and have not the mili- 


uo 
tary bearing found in csher branches of the scrvice. I hed the omortunity of 
visiting several nearody .osts during my year's wou? and a uwaber of distant ones 
on cross-country trios. Jorhere did I find more soldierly bearing or better 
conducted Grills or guard mounts then we had right et my bone station. 

As for my stay in the Air Cormss, I find that it has been. worth while. I 
soon qualified for the mich coveted A.P. rating. As a low ranking jleutenant, I 
was able to drop in various shovs abouts the vest and otserve the techuical work} 
ings of many »laces without being thou ght guilty of "snooviag," as would have 
been the case hac I come in as a Gctate 

The most valuable ex»ericnce f[ had was the yarticijation in the 1950 Air: 
Corss Field Exercises at Mather Mold, Calif.. These have been described in 
revious issues of the News Letter, so I will not go into dstail in describing 
them. While in California I met not a few members of the organization I work: 
for, all of whom were very mich sahanaabuad in my assiguaent. Otside of the 
flying ex»erience I had there, the most imorjant lessen 2 cained vas in watch-. 
ing the handling of a lerge orsenizgnticn such as the 2eovislona Ving, its hous- 
‘ing and feeding, its suprly aad csowation jin the ficiid wider conditions much the. 
seme as one would find them in tLe first mon+hs of rarfare. 

While I realize it would be unwise to assign tcc many Reserves to the _ 
maneuvers, I believe that every Reserve on extonded active duty shevld wartici-' 
nate in the maneuvers fer thet year. Such an ex -erience of from four to six 
weeks is more. valuable than a whole yeat of ordinary gervison cduiy. 

All too soon the year cams 3o an end, JI had no illusions or hoves of comin; 
into the Re-ular estavlishment, being over the are liwit, nor dia I have any de- 
sire to live hencefori: on a junior cfficer's salarr. As soon as the »revara~ 
tions for my devarturs from the Army were peaccaned I started tc think of my engi- 
neering work in civil life. ff wos just as exger to get back.to that as I had 
been to get into the Ait Suro just a year pvavious. I wondered what new devel- 
oments I would find in the work I had teen doing in the Soring of 1929. 

As I look back on it, this wast year has been the exverience ef a life time. 
I have not’a growl in the world. -I think the Air Corns does ronders “under the 
handicays it suffers - the relative lov rauk of its officers commared to the 
rank enjoyed by those delve similer duties in o — branches of the service, the 
frequent changes of station undergone by officers and noncommissioned officers 
alike necessitated by the recent Air Coros exrans Fe and the laciz of airplanes 
with which to »erform the many and varied cuties assigned the Aix Corns as a 
whole. I only hove that more equinment and more flying hours wiil be assigned, 
to inactive status Reseive officers. I sueuld Like to be tne most active of the 
inactive flyers in ny Corns Area once I got back to the old button-hole factory. 

I want to thant Major Knerr, the Groun Commander, and the others in »osi-- 
tions of authority for their consideration of me. The Reculers geve me ell the 
breaks »ossible to hit tiv2 ball with the rest of the Grow). In otner words, the 
word "Reserve" did not mean a thing to them. We worked fora common cause - 
efficiency. 

Then I finish this I mst go and -olish my car, and then be off beck to 
civilian life. I hove I find it as pleasant as this vast year with the Air Corns 
has been. ; dee ; x 

---c0b--- 
¥Q REST FOR THE DURSUITERS 


Personnel of Selfridge Field have weathered quite satisfactorily a very busy 
month which was crowded with svecial flichis. The Ist Pursuit Grew) returned to 
their home station from the Spring Maneuvers on May ead. Shins from the 17th and 
evth Pursuit Squadrons particivated in aerial ex cercises and deinonstrations in co- 
operation with the 6cnd ana 69th Anti-aircraft xegimeits, Coast Artillery, during 
the »eriod May 10th to 22nd, inclusive. The oath "Foret Squadron furnished 18 
P-12's for the Minor Joint Army end Navy Maneuvers held in the vicinity of Groton 
Conn., May 24th - 28th, juclusive. Cargo shins from the 57th Service Squadron 
were furnished to ferry mechanics for each mission. In addition to the above 
snecial missions, a le-shiy formation flew to Indiana»olis, Ind., for the Anmal 
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THE FLYING KITTINS 
By Tech. Sergeant Edvard W. Wetteran, 
43rd School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 


One of the Pursuiters from the 43rd School Squadron was talking his daily 
exercise cf é&crudatic manevvers at an altitude of several thousand feet when 
something succunly fell in his lap. xamination of the object showed it to be a 
wee citten whose purring could not be heard above the roar of the engine. Cadet 


Wait’ms landed end returned the kitten to the hangar chief, who knew the exact 
location of a litter of such animals not a great distance from the hangars. 
Sorgesnt Wil.isms found that it fitted into the general scheme of things taking 
piace in rear of his quarters. 


No one cowld understand where the kitten came from, nor when, as it was not 
in the cockit when the airylane took off nor in the fuselage when inspected at 
the end of the preceding day's flying. Its hiding slace, however, was destined 
to ve disclosed, for he made the mistake of telling one of his ‘brothers what a 
wonder tul ride he had had and, of course, the brother set up a terrible me-ow to 
his moter to be allowed the »rivilege of a similar jaunt. The mothér cat, being 
a& moderna matron, was air-minded, and consented. After working hours the next 
afternoon, she took each kitten by the back of the nerk and stealthily navigated 
to the hangar line. She evidently admired Sergeant Williams, for she made her 
home at his back step and must have had confidence in his mechanical ability, for 
she again selected an airplane from his hangar in which to send her two boys, 
She carefully placed them in the baggage compartment, gave them a few parting 
words of advice about keeping quiet and still and the »rover method to pursue in 
the event it became necessary to "tail out." She then returned to the remainder 
of her litter. 

When Ship No. 28 landed the next day, after four hours in the air, Mrs. Cat 
was nervously pacing the hangar fleor thinking all the horrible things »robably 
happening to her boys and taking sclemn vows that if she ever got them back there 
would be no more rides. With feigned nonchalance she watched the crew chief 
unlace the fabric to make his inspection, and she was as much relieved as he was 
surprised:to see her two kittens back in the tail section of the airplane, for 
the ride had been too rough to allow the two passengers in the Pel to keep their 
seats in the baggage coimartment. ; 

Private Cabble, the crew chief on No. 28, sent the kittens to the Flight 
Surgeons (Majors Harrison and Brow) who, after the usual examination and due 
deliberation in such cases, removed the kittens from flying status to take 
effect immediately. Reason - unable to pass the 609 test due to poor vision, 
their eyes not yet being open. 

---000--— 


COMMERCIAL PILOTS TO UNDERGO ARMY FLYING TRAINING 


Ten commercial airolane pilots recently renorted at the Primary Flying 
School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, for a two-week preliminary course of 
instruction preparatory to entering the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field as 
students of the regular course in military aviation, starting July lst. 

The selection of the students who have learned to fly at commercial flying 
schools and their training at the Amay schools partakes of the nature of an ex- 
periment to determine the adequacy of the comnercial course as a substitute for 
the primary and basic Army courses, The experiment is being made at the request 
of officials of civilian schools who are s»onsoring a movement to have all but 
specialized military training doné at commercial schools. 

At Brooks Field the ten students will be given 15 hours of flying instruc- 
tion, made up of four hours transition to primary planes and demonstration of 
maneuvers witha one-hour test; four hours transition to basic type planes with 
two hours' test, and four hours of formation flying in basic type planes. 


a ene 
FIRST ACCIDENT IN NINE YEARS 


Master Sergeant Peter Biesiot, enlisted »ilot of Kelly Field, Texas, who was 
injured recently when a gust of wind overturned his »lane, >rior to taking off, 
pinning him in the coclknit to the extent that he received a broken vertebra, is 
at present in the station hos»zital with a plaster cast holding his neck while the 
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broken vertebra knits. Sergeant Biesiot will probably be in the hospital for 
the next three months to come. The accident was his first in nine years of fly- 
ing, including service at Langley Field, Vas 5 Wright Field, Ohio, and the Panama 
Canal Zone. 

---000--- 


CUBANS PRAISE ARMY FLYERS 


Twenty-eight members of the Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, who 
participated in the Indevendence Day Celebration on May 20th at Havana, Cuba, re- 
cently returned to their home station. They were presented with gold medals com 
memorating their visit. 

While in Havana, the Army airmen were entertained at luncheon by the Cuban 
Secretary of War. President Machado gave a reception for them and Ambassador 
Guggenheim gave a dinner dance in their honor. 

The Havana EVENING TELEGRAM commented on their visit, as follows: 

"The United States Army aviators, who left this morning for Orlando, 

Fla., en route to their home bases in Texas and at Washington, D.C., after 

ea four-day stay in this city, during which they took an active part in the 

celebration of Cuba's independence anniversary, are revresentative of the 
finest tyne of young American manhood. They are a crecit not only to the 

Army Air Service but also to the country of which they are citizens. * * * 

The future of aviation in the United States, both military. and civil, is 

safe in their hands, and with such men as these in the Air Service that 

country is bound to become the leader in the vorld of flying." 

On the return trip the Third Attack Group remained overnight at Orlando, Fla 
where the civilian officials gave an informal dance for then. 

~--000--- 


FAREWELL DINNER IN HONOR OF GENERAL GILLMORE 


The Racquet Club, Washington, D.C., on Friday, June 13th, was the scene of a 
gathering of nearly fifty Air Corps officers, stationed in and about the Capital 
City, who assembled at a stag dinner to do honor to Brigadier-General William E. 
Gillmore, Assistant . ©. Chief of the Air Corps, who retires from active service 
on June 50th by virtue of the completion of over thirty years' service. 

The toastmaster of the oc. ‘ening, Lieut.-Colonel Frank M. Andrews, Executive 
Officer of the Training and Onerations Division, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, first called on Captain William J. Flood for a humorous story, and the 
Captain responded nobly. 

Colonel Andrews then traced his association with General Gillmore throughout 
his service in the Air Corgs, and then called on General Fechet, Chief of the Air 
Corps, for a few remarks. General Fechet dwelt on his long association with 
General Gillmore and enumerated the many accomplishments of ‘the latter while a 
member of the Air Corns. 

The guest of honor was the next speaker and his sitio, although extempera- 
neous, was most excellent. General Gillmore spoke right from the heart. He 
touchec on his experiences as a young man and his association with General Fechet, 
end then traced his thirteen years' experience as an Air Corps officer. Express- 
ing his deep regret over leaving the Air Corps, which is so close to his heart, 
he added that it was a source of mch gratification to him that he had been »rivi: 
ledged to participate in some measure toward the success which this branch of the 
service has thus far enjoyed. In conclusion, he stated that no matter in what 
position he may find himself in the future, his thoughts will always be with the 
Air Corps. 

A notable ‘guest at the gathering was: Mr. Frank T, Coffyn, ‘who was a Captain 
in the Air Corss during the War and one of the original Wright flyers back i 
1910. Mr. Coffyn, as a flying instructor, gave flying instruction to several of 
the Air Corns officers who were »resent at the dinner. 

~--000--- 


Nine planes of the 90th Attack Squadron, Third Attack Group, Galveston, 
Texas, under the conmand of Lieut, Virgil Hine, assisted in the dedication of the 
new airport at Muskogee, Oklahoma, on May 25th, 
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EAGLE EYE PAUL 
ay ‘the stnnensl Field Correspondent 

oe An eniniainthoatad flight of eighty niles wiacdeeet to be made from Camp Dix, 
New Jersey, to Mitchel Field, and not so far away on a mound stood flight-leader 
P.H. "Hawkshaw" Johnston,alias "Eegle Bye," alias "Jack Dalton," and otherwise 
known to his public as "Pretty Paul, the Pride of the Air Corps." He paused in 
the act of biting the head off a s»ike, spat out a broken tooth, and gazed 

heavenward. 

‘Now Pretty Paul had been detailed to "fly like an eagle" and bring a forma- 
tion of five wayward First Squadron »ilots from Camp Dix to the home roost at - 
Mitchel Field. A weather renort had come over the ether from Mitchel to the 
effect that the weather was dangerous; but "Hawkshaw" Johnston was dubious about 
the authenticity thereof because the skies looked fairly cheerful. The weather 
reoort worried Paul, not so much because he himsel’ wished to get back to Mitchel 
Field, but because he was aznrehensive for the welfare of his boon commanion and 
soul-mate. "Kiki," known to the rest of the world only as a silly little bull 
terrier with a white snoot. Camping just didn't agree with "Kiki." Her warm 
milk and bed were waiting at Mitchel Field, and such needs must be served. Man's 
love for dumb critters was never so strong as that which welled up in Hawkshaw's 
‘ bosom. So, much after the manner of the Little Conqueror, with a bit of Little 
Lord Fauntelroy throw in for good measure, he decided on his course of action, 
"Blow the bugle, sound the drums!" he cried. "Warm up the ships and we'll be 
orf!" 

"Kiki" required some last minute attention, so that by the time it was ready 
for the journey the ships were ready to clear. Said Pretty Paul to his mechanic; 
"You may hold "Kiki" in your lap, but mind you be careful, she's a »recious bur- 
den." Just then an underling, another second lieutenant, sidled up to him and 
asked him in a nice way if he had a map. "Poo hoo," said Paul, "for why should 
I need a map?" 

Somewhere over New Jersey, almost to Sandy Hook, the skies began to lower on 
Pretty Paul and his geng, and he debated with himself the advisability of »roceed- 
“dng. ‘Suddenly, with one of his characteristic lightning-like gestures, he waved 
--his hands in the air for the break-up signal and cocked his ship over and dow. 
Numbers two and three, taken unawares, chandelled up out of the way, and four and 
.five were heft stranded in the breeze. When they finally reorganized they found 
- that ‘they were headed back towards Camp Dix, and with that the fun began. 

For some unimown reason Hawkshaw! s compass suddenly decided (according to 
Hawkshaw). to create a ninety degree error and, being well sup lied as he was with- 
out either maps or inspirations, he was in an excellent position to get back to 
Camp Dix. Johnston trusted his rapidly failing confidence in recognizing the 

. terrain’ until almost to Camp Dix, and then-began to worry outright about his ninet; 
degree error. In order to correct it, thinking it was stuck or merely playing 
tricks, he began kicking rudder from one side to the other, which to those of us 
who like to preserve a certain etiquette in formation flying is anything but hel» 
ful to the wing men. 

Finally Eagle Eye sighted Lakehurst on his left and everything should have 
‘then been hunky dory, because Dix is almost due west from there. Paul, however, 
was beyond even trusting his eyesight by that time, so he cut his gun, turned to 
his ‘meci:anic and hollered: "Which way from here?" Whereupon all his wing men 
chandelied up out of his way a second time, while the mechanic said "That way," 
pointing to the west. With that Paul turned not west, but due east and landed at 
Lakehurst. 

. This might go on and on = how the fumbling five finally got back to Mitchel 
with.murder in their hearts, but the human interest would wane. This is merely a 
touching (I hope) tale concerned with the futility of dog-flying, the utter use- 
lessness of maps and the inde»rendability of compasses. As such we end it. 

i a 


NEW OFFICERS AND NEW PLANES ARRIVE AT - 
. WHEELER FIELD, T. H. 


The 18th Pursuit Group at Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H., had cause 
for mich elation recently;. the reason therefor being the arrival of the first P12 
type airplane. It has been a long wait, but the waiting has been worth while. The 
P-l2 is certainly a beautiful ship, and fondest expectations have been far sur- 
passed. Other P-12's are arriving daily from the Department Air Depot at Iuke 
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Field, and the entire complement of eighteen should be in the air within the next 
two weeks, forcing the faithful old PW-3's to take a back seat. 

The arrival of twelve new officers, recent graduates from Kelly Field, has 
greatly relieved the shortage of flying personnel in the Group, and the outlook 
for the coming year is very promising. These new arrivals are all Air Corps Re- 
serve officers detailed to one year of active duty. Most of them, however, have 
already taken their examinations for Regular commissions in the Air Corps, and 
all the »ersonnel at Wheeler Field join in wishing them every success in their 
endeavors. The new arrivals are: 2nd Lieutenants J.C. Crain, A.J. Hanna, W.F. 
Kimball, R.A. Grussendorf, 0.S. Picher, E.D. Hoffman, H.D. Clapper, W.J. Scott, 
L.W. Atrieber, W.A. Cocke, L.W. Sharman and M.M. Works. 

The officer personnel of the 18th Pursuit Grou» welcomed the new officers 
with open arms by celebrating their arrival with an old fashioned Hawaiian Imau 
on the beach at Haleiwa. The pig was unearthed at six o'clock, and from that 
time on joy was unconfined. Hawaiian msic, Hula dancers, etc., contributed to 
the merriment, and an excellent time was had by all. 

~--000--= 


BROTHERS APLENTY AT WHEELER FIELD 
The personnel of Wheeler Field, T.H., believe that they have the largest 


collection of brothers at any Air Corps station. There are at present nine sets 
of brothers among the enlisted personnel of the 18th Pursuit Group, as follows: 


Daniel H. and Elmer M. Jones Rupert R. and Curtis E. Riblett 
Leonard A. and Homer Quinn Roy L. and Alvin 0. Sundseth 
William H. and Fred 0. Bushnell John and Edward White 

Dorlen E. and Argie A. McGuffee Frank G. and Ruben H. Winiecki 


James and Paul Smith 
In addition to the 18 brothers enumerated above, the 19th Pursuit Squadron 
has among its personnel a father and son combination in Staff Sergeant Robert 
Harvey and his son Private Georze W. Harvey. 
---000--= 


MITCHEL FIELD OFFICERS HMJOY DEEP SEA FISHING 


The season for martyrs to the cause of angling is open, and the Mitchel 
Field Chapter of the Isaac Walton League is functioning in full force under the 
expert guidance of Captain "Red" Simonin and his crony, Captain Christine, the 
mentor from Air Oo rps Supply. 

"Red" has the boat, Captain Christine the angler's art, Chaplain Ballentine 
the spiritual inspiration necessary for the snaring of fish, Lieut. A.V.P. 
Anderson the biggest rod, and the others the ambition to be bigger and better 
dees sear fishermen. 

There haven't been any reports of astounding catches to date, but there have 
been tales of grim courage in combatting the elements. A four-hour drizzle was 
survived and great plunder, consisting of four weakfish, was disolayed as a peace 
offering to irate wives. <A long struggle for blackfish offshore in a ‘lunging 
boat caused the Chaplain, desvxite his prayers to the contrary, to become sick at 
heart as well as stomach. 

Better days and bigger fish to come, says Christine. 

---000~-- 


MITCHEL FIELD WELCOMES MEMBER OF THE BYRD EXPEDITION 


The entire personnel at Mitchel Field, L.I., New-York, is exceedingly proud 
to welcome Sergeant Benjamin Roth back, after many long months spent with. the Byrd 
Expedition in the Antarctic. Sergeant Roth is assigned to the 61st Service Squad- 
ron and was granted an extended furlough to act as an airplane mechanic for 
Admiral Byrd. As a commendation for his work he was recently >romoted to the 
grade of Master Sergeant. 

According to the News Letter Corresyondent, the Noncommissioned Officers’: Clut 
at Mitchel Field is blowing its last dollar to stage a real welcome home dinner 
in his honor, and it promises to be a gala event. © 

---000--= 


Famous last words -- "Where is that darned ripcord?" : 
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CORPS AREA COMMANDER MAXES INSPECTION OF MITCHEL FIELD 


Major-General Henson E. Ely, Commanding the Second Corps Area, made his 
anmal tactical ins»ection of Mitchel Field on Wednesday, June 18th, and at its 
termination was anparently very well >leased. 

The whole bag of tricks, an Observation rexertory with all the trimmings, 
was showm the General. The elaborate schedule, revlete with formation flying, 
photography, radio, Red Cross missions and combats, was throm in an uproar by 
an all morning drizzle and fog and confined the General's activities to dodging 
. ‘yaddles and mking a ground inspection of the lineup of ships. 

When showm the nickel-plated dumbbell, .the General evinced many chuckles 
and immediately. wanted to interview the red-headed warrior Mulligan, who claims 
present ownership according to Major Ryan, the.dumbbell's godfather. Needless 
to say, Jerry was slightly embarrassed by the interview. 

In addition to the inspection of the ships, General Ely inspected all »ost 
transvxortation and the inner workings of the Engineering Hanger. He commented 
very favorably on the condition of the 6lst Service Squadron and lavded Captain 
A.E. Simonin for his work in maintaining such an excellent hangar and set of 
shops. 

With the weather clearing, the aerial review was staged immediately after 
lunch. <A total of thirty O1-E's passed in review. Red Cross and artillery 
adjustment missions were carried out and the results given the General. A 
bundle of supnlies for the starving bachelors was drovoed by a paracimte at his 
feet, and a DH4 lumbered off to shoot pinzoints which, w20n arrival at the photo 
section, were printed and delivered to the General in less than thirty minutes, 

Asa -yleasant aftermath to the inszection, Colonel Howard whisked the 
General over to the Meadowbrook solf course where the two of them decisively 
queiched any championship ambitions which Mejor Ryan, the third member in the 
party, might have had, 

In the evening the Colonel and Mrs. Howard entertained the General, Mrs. 
fly and their daughter at dinner end later at the »rize fights in the field's 
open air ring. The General stayed until the last sock was socked, and a very 
pleasant “tbime was had by all. 

-~--000--— 


SBME AIRMEN RESCUED AFTER. LANDING tiv OPEN SEA 


While flying between Maui and Hawaii shortly after 11:00 a.m., at an alti- 
tude of about 8,000 feet, an L.B.5A Bomber, piloted by end Lieut. T.L. Boyd, Air 
Corps Reserve, with Staff SergeantsH. Alexander, John Becker and Private H. L. 
Cowan as crew, crashed in the oven sea on May 14th last. | 

The plane piloted. by Lieut. Boyd was one of 42. Army Slanes. from | Iuke oat 
Wheeler Fields »varticipating in an inter-island flight. The flight consisted 
of a Fokker Transo0rt and 24 Pursuit planes from Wheeler Field, four Keystone 
LB-54 Bombers, three Loeving Amhibians and. ten DeHavilands from Inké Field. 

The flight had essed Maui, when the »lane piloted by Lieut. Boyd was 
forced down about 10° miles from Moui and 18 miles. from Upolu Point. “All members 
of the crew, excent Staff Sergeant Becker, jumped at about 4, 000° feet and were 
yicked up from the waves later. Staft- Sergeant: Becker was carried to the bottom 
of the ocean when his narachute opened prematurely and became entangled with 
the rigging of the plane. ‘This prevented his escape and he perished. ~ 

The first Army Am>hibien which dived to the assistance of the doomed Bomber 
was »Diloted by enu Lieut. E. W. Rewlings, with Staff Sgt. R.F. Summers as crew 
chief, They were picked un by the steamer "Hawaii" but the airplane was lost at 
sea. Another Army Amphibian, viloted by lst Lieut. U.G. Jones, with lst Lieut. 
W.T. Meyer, as radio officer of the flight, followed Lieut. Rawlings to the 
water, but were unable to assist in the rescue due to the mountainous sea. They 
remained adrift until rescued by the "Pelican" at 1:38 a.m. Wednesday, May 15th, 
40 miles southwest of the spot where they landed in their rescue effort. 

A Navy PD Seaplene, in comnand and piloted dy Lieut. M.A. Schur, followed 
the Army ships to the water, end able to taxi because of its two powerful motors,. 
picked wp Lieut. Boyd, Staff Sgt. Alexander and Private Cowan. All three 
rescued men, as well as the Navy plane's crew, were later transferred to the 
inter-island vessel "Hawaii," end still later to the "Waialeale." 

This air disaster, in addition to resulting in the death of Staff Sergeant 
Becker, caused the loss of three airslanes, an Army LB-5A Bomber and two Loening 
Amphibians, and one Navy PD Seanlane. 
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Relating the details of the accident after reaching Iuke Field, Lieut. 

Boyd told of his frantic efforts to get Staff Sergeant Becker to jump, his ef- 
forts to get to him to jerk him from the coclmit aud his orm crash against the 
tail surfaces in which he carried away the rudder. 

"We were buzzing along smoothly at the time as the last ‘lane in a forma-~ 
tion of four," Lieut. Boyd stated. "The other three made a triangle ahead of 
us. I noticed the right wing beginning to settle and turned the wheel to tring 
it up. The wheel refused to turn, although I tugged with all my strength, shout- 
ing to Alexander. 

"Alexander was sitting on my right in the vilot's cockpit. As soon as he 
saw what was wrong he threw up his hands to show me it was hopeless. So I cut 
the gun and we both shouted to get Cowan and Becker to abandon ship. Alexander 
went over the left side and along the fuselage. I stood up hanging on to the 
wheel and shouted to Cowan several times. He was slow to realize what was 
happening, but when he did begin to climb back he was perfectly cool. Then I 
turned back, going over to the right side on to the lower wing. Alexander was 
on the right wing shouting and »leading with Becker to jump. I began to shout 
and swear at him, but he stayed in his cockpit. Alexander let go and shot away 
from the plane. He was on the inside of the curve, the best »lace to leave the 
ship. I was on the outside. 

"IT knew I was supvosed to be the last off, and we were »lunging dow tovard 
the sea. We had dropped about 2500 feet dy this time and as I went out of the 
cockpit the air svneed indicator was already 175 miles an hour. I decided I 
would grab Becker by the collar and ull him out. As I made a move toward him 
the wind shot me into the tail. I crasled hard against the controls and the 
rudder came off with me. 2ut I didn't feel nmch pain. I was mad more than any- 

hinz else. 

"The plane turned over once in a helf roll and then went down vertically. 

I was falling head first and the lane was directly ahead of me. I saw the 
white shreds of a parachute flax ing in the tail and felt sick because I had 
left the ship ahead of Becker, I pulled the ri» cord when I saw the plane hit 
the water. My chute ovyened at the same instant I heard the noise. I was swing- 
ing hard when I hit the vater. I slayped wo against the side of a wave and it 
knocked me out. When I came to I was being dragged through the water by me 
parachute, thich was still in the air. 

"On the way dow I realized it was going to be a big job getting untangled 
in the water, but I couldn't do mich about it. My shoes and socks were torn off 
when I struck the rudder. My helmet and goggles disamneared also, and the but- 
tons were gone off my kapok coat. I was hanging on by the arm pits. As soon as 
I hit the water I began to struggle with the parachute. It took me 10 or 15 
mimites to get out of it. I think I hit the water first because I drowed far- 
ther than the others, Alexander went farthest dorn wind and Cowan was behind 
me, 

"I saw Lieut. Jones land and try to get Alexander, but he was pulled off 
their wing when the wind got into his parachute. I was in the water a half hour 
before I was »icked up." 

Lieut. Boyd, according to Honolulu newspaners, attributed Becker's death to 
panic which caused him to delay his jump and then open his parachute while still 
in the plane. He expressed the belief that Private Cowan also struck the tail 
controls of the plane and dislocated his shoulder at the time. 

Propped up in a cot at Tripler Hospital, Private Homer L. Cowan gave his 
version of the accident, as follows, according to the Honolulu "Star Bulletin": 

"The first time I noticed anything wrong was when we started to leave the 
formation and nose dowm. Then the motors icled down and Lieut. Boyd and Sgt. 
Alexander began shouting to me to jump. I was riding in the nose, the forward 
gunner's coclppit, so this was no easy job. I had to crawl back between two 
whirling »ropellers and if I fell off I might get thrown into them. 

I went along the ton to the pilot's cockpit. Lieut. Boyd and Alexander had 
already left it and were cravling up the tail. I didn't see Becker at all. I 
never saw him after we started that dive. 

I noticed the wind was terrific and the tail kept getting steever as I 
crawled. I went through uncer the top wing, but when I got on the catwalk that 
runs along the fuselage I lost hold. Then I suddenly found myself out in the 
air all alone. I waited a moment and then pulled the cord. My narachute opened 
almost immediately and I looked around. I saw two parachutes just below me, but 
never saw any of the »lanes until I struck the water. 

On the way down I heard the »lane »lunk into the water and started looking 
for it. All I saw was a big oil spot and some bubbles. I tried to unfasten 
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my parachute harness and found I couldn't use my right arm. But I unhooked the 
breast stran with my left hand just before I hit the water." 

Lieut. Jones also hed an interesting story to tell. "I was flying with the 
escort of amphibians atout 1,000 feet below the Bombers and to the right. Meyer 
end I saw the whole accicent. We watched the »lane turn and lunge and the 
three parechutes open as the men left. ‘Then I saw a »arachute open out of the 
rear cocipit. I saw it beliow and then collanse as the plane gathered sveed. It 
was a matter of very few seconds until it went dorm, only a few splinters and 
some Oil marking the svot. 

Lieut. Meyer sent out the first SOS. He sent out several in succession, ang 
then told the world we were going down, giving the »osition. He reeled in the 
antennae while I :ut the ship to the surface. Rawlings landed first and I was 
right behind him only farther down wind. lexonder grabbed my right wing and 
then his varachute opened in a gust of wind and “willed him off. We tried to 
catch Boyd, but he went by under our right wing. Cowan was farther up wind and 
we didn't get to him." 

Then Jones told of the 13 hours during which he sat at the controls, knov- 
ing thet the slightest error meant destruction. He kept the Armhibian up into 
the waves and wind from shortly after 11:00 a.m. Wednesday until 1:50 a.m, 
Thursday, when the Pelican came to them to answer their rockets. 

"I taxied over to the oil streak where the plane crashed after I found I 
couldn't turn around and help the Nevy pick up the men," Lieut. Jones contimed, 
"But there was little there. My motor held on for half an hour and then started 
missing and died. “i 

"After this we started to drift south and west. We both »roved good sail- 
ors and Meyer kept the rockets going every time the Navy planes came along. 
When the seaylanes stoped their patrol at dark, we decided we would have to 
weather out the night. The waves seemed 25 feet high and the wind was blowing 
about 35 miles an hour, but our plane stood it well. The main »roblem was to 
kee» her into the waves and still kee» her from going over backwards. 

"When darkness came, Meyer told me our rockets were nearly all gone, so I 
ruled we should use none until we saw a light. We saw the Pelican's lights 
shortly after 1:00 a.m. and it scemed about an hour before she got to us. They 
got a line aboard and I crawled out on the ton wing. Meyer was on the lower 
wing and I thought he had gotten aboard. 

I saw a chance end jumped. for the toat. Meyer held back until another 
wave hoisted the »lane up and then he vas right after me." 

---000--- 





MAY PROVES STRENUOUS MONTH. AT MITCHEL FIELD 


"Perhaps the month of May brings flowers, the Graf Zepoelin, and another 
golf title," says the News Letter Corres»ondent from Mitchel Field, "vdut it has 
brought a lot of grief to the old hotestead. First of all, four »risoners an 
nlied for leave in a nice gentlemanly manner, and when disa»nointed took their 
vacation by kicking the slats out oz the guarchouse wall. Then the following 
day the post garage took a beating by succumbing to a vicious fire which razed 
the structure to the ground, melted several trucks, a new Marmon car, bolts, 
mits, screws, tires, etc. 

The fire was quite sensational, rampant with heroism. Men dashed into the 
blazing structure and succeeded in saving several cars. The vost fire de rari- 
ment boys abandoned their pinochle and valiantly protected the surrounding buile 
ings. A tele»hone onerator stuck to his ncst with the flames scarcely ten feet 
away and notified ail the surrounding fire devarwments. Lieut. Heffley mourned 
the cremation of his new Marmon and saw his love and life work, »nost trans»orta- 
tion, fast removed to conrolete ruin. ‘When the smoxe cleared away two charred 
timbers rose uw) like s»xectral sentries to guard the mass of twisted metal. 

As a sort of an aftermath while the junk man cleared out the ruin several 
days later, Pardoe Martin looked on woefully, heaved a sigh and was heard to 
say: 'Oh, for a tidal wave or a hurricane. 'Tis all we have yet to. exrerience. 

---000--- 


Twelve Ol-E's from Mitchel Field, led by Major Ryan, accompanied Secretary 
Payne to Springfield, Mass., where an excellent new field (Bowles Field) was 
dedicated. An airport at Plattshurch was oneued by Lieut. Bobo Baxter (nov 
closed for repairs) and the next opening is at Montpelier, Vt. 
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CATERPILLARS STILL JUMPING ° 

’ The Catervillar Club roster reminds one of a hotel register. where names 
are alvays added and none erased. This roster of "Silk Sailors," as someone 
has dubbed Catersillar Club members, already shows an imposing list of names. 

The last record as of May 30th showed a total of 239 persons who trusted 
their lives to the efficiency of the parachute and were fully repaid for their 
confidence in this safety device. Since the resume in the last issue of the 
News Letter on the status of the Caterpillar Club, the names of several addi- 
tional emergency parachute jumpers were called to the attention of the unoffi- 
cial historian of this mythical organization. 

An item in the Curtifs-Wright Review for June states: 

"Robert Chew, test pilot from Valley Stream Base, marched up to a 0lice 
booth recently and revorted he was obliged to ste» off from a orivately owned 
plane he was testing over the Rockaways on Long Isuand. This forced parachute 
jump makes him a member of the famous Catervillar Club." 

The date of Mr, Chew's jump has not been revorted, nor is anything mom 
at this time of the circumstances which compelled him to take leave of his 
airplane. It is hoped Mr. Chew, or some other kind person, will furnish the 
Air Corps Information Division with the necessary particulars regarding this 
latest initiation into the Caternillar Club. 

A communication recently received from Major Ross E. Rowell, United States 
Marine Corps, Conmanding Headquarters Aircraft Squadron, West Coast Ex.edition- 
ary Force, U.S. Naval Air Station, San Diego, Calif., revorts that on May 19th 
four members of the Marine Corns saved their lives by jumping in parachutes, 
viz: 

Second Lieutenant R. J. Delacy, U.S.M.C. 

Staff Sergeant I. V. Masters, U.S.M.C. 

Gunnery Sergeant S. G. Davey, U.S.M.C. 

Private lst Class D. M. Anderson, U.S.M.C. 

Major Rowell cites the circumstances connected with the emergency jumps 
of these men, as follows; 

"A five-plane ground attack formation was being drilled for the instruc- 
tion of new pilots. East of Chula Vista, Calif., at an altitude of about 2,500 
feet, the »lanes were signalled into column from a vee formation. Two planes 
collided and locked together. All four of the occupants jumped safely and the 
planes crashed and burned. Gunnery Sergeant Davey, an observer, was stunned by 
the impact and in jumping fouled his 'chute on the plane. Although one »anel 
was ripped for about seven feet and a shroud line broken, he descended safely." 

Through Mr. Hugh J. Crossland, of the Thompson Aeronautical Corporation, 
Cleveland, Ohio, it was learned that as far back as March 11, 1930, one A.H. 
Dewitt, Air Mail Pilot, was initiated into the Caternillar Club under rather 
exciting circumstances. But let Caterpillar Al. Devitt tell his story: 

"As Caterpillars are made, not born, I am submitting this revort of my 
initiation to the Club. Caternillars are usually found crawling around in 
trees, so it was nothing unusual to find myself , a newly hatched Cater>illar, 
climbing down a tall tree in which my parachute had become entangled. 

At 7:30 on the evening of March llth, I had started from Kalamazoo with a 
new Pitcairn, bound for Chicago. The weather in Michigan had been squally, and 
only our Detroit plane had managed to get in, and I, enjoying my day of leisure, 
had been elected to carry the mail on to Chicago. The weather revorts dorm the 
line promised smooth sailing, with no snow squalls in sight. 

I was soon pitching along nicely in a light snow with a strong wind and 
fairly good visibility until I got within a few miles of the South Bend airport. 
It was snowing hard then, but I could still distinguish the flash of the beacon. 
Mentally congratulating myself for being so close to an airport I went on at 
about 300 feet, but when I got within a mile of the field the visibility 
vanished altogether. 

My idea then was to stick around and wait for the lights to come on, and 
so I started coaxing my instruments to make wide circles around where the fields 
had been. You probably know what a gale and a squall will do to nice circles, 
so I finally gave up that idea and started back to where I had first lost my 
visibility. Weird noises, rushing of wind and-uncamny feelings, accompanied 
with the waving hands of the instruments, soon made me realize that the best 
thing to do was to disregard direction and try to crab some altitude. I manag- 
ed to get a couple of thousand feet and went along fairly well for some time, 
when suddenly things got away from me. Dirt swirled out of the cockpit and I 
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started coming down in some wild way. I was.ready to leave when 9 little 
bunch a halos span in front of me. I jammed the stick forward and redleaued 
it in time to see pinnoints of light flash by, and realized that I mst have 
been spinning into some town. 

By this time my only thought was to get high enough to bail out, ‘gf ft 
didn't run out of the storm in the meantime. I finally gained altitude and 
flew fairly satisfactorily for a time, hoping that I would find a break, It 
was terribly rough and so when the ship finally got away from me and started 
down at the rate of 2,000 feet a minute, and nothing that I could do seemed 
to stop the descent, I mt the switches and unloosened my belt. 

I didn't jump but simply flew out, clearing the ship immediately, which 
makes me think I was in an inverted dive. The only satisfaction I had in 
jumping is that the Beneficiary Department would soon be forwarding my wifc 
her check. The next thing I knew I was crashing headfirst into the top of a 
tree, where I hung suspended by the entangled shrouds of my parachute. As I 
hung thore I reviewed the situation, looked at my watch which showed 8:50 Delle , 
E.S.T., and carefully climbed dow the tree, leaving the parachute waving in 
the top as a signal of truce to the elements. ; 

I found the wreckage and we trained the mail,- which was undamaged. Ten 
mimtes later the moon was laughing at me, the ceiling unlimited." 

A member of the First Pursuit Greu».of Selfridge Ficld, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., Lieut. M. F. Slaght, Air Corps, was initiated into the Caterpillar Clud 
on foreign territory. Wiile passing over Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, on June 
end, Lieut. Slaght was thrown from his airplane, and his parachute landed him 
safely in a city back yard. The newly initiated Caterpillar was a member of a 
squadron of 18 Pursuit planes, in command of Cantain Victor H. Strehn, which 
were traveling from Selfridge Field to Kingston, Ontario. According to Lieut. 
Slaght, the squadron was traveling at an altitude of- 3,000 feet, and when av- 
proaching the city of Kitchener the airmen dived their planes slightly. The 
safety belt around his body, which is attached to-the plane, snapped, and the 
sudden impact of air currents forced him from his machine. Slaght missed the 
high tension electric wires which pass over the district by between 18 and 20 
feet, the wind carrying him safely over. The other pilots, after watching 
Slaght land safely, proceeded on their way. . 

It will be noted from the foregoing, that seven new names have been added 
to the Caterpillar Club, thereby boosting the membershin to 246, and the num 
ber of emergency jumps to 258, twelve of the jumps being repeaters. 

---000-—— 


A NOVEL NIGHT FORMATION FLIGHT OVER NEW YORK 


One of the prettiest sights ever seen over New York City was witnessed one 
night recently when three »lanes from Mitchel Field flew a formation over the 
Garden Party on Governors Islard. , 

The three planes were rizged with two rows of electric lights along the 
bottom of the lower wing and fuselage which were controliable from the cock- 
pits. Flying in close formation the ships gave the impression of three jeweled 
crosses and presentec as unusual a.sight as one would care to behold. Even the 
hard working souls holding down the benches in the Battery were said to have . 
lost to-ir seats when they got up to look at the formation passing over. 

In. addition to this formation, every available airplane on the field was 
engaged in sinwmlating a massed attack on Governors Island for the benefit of 
the crowds. 


-~-000--~ 
FLYING RATINGS IN THE AIR CORPS 


The Army Air Corps lists four flying ratings by which flyers of this. ser- 
vice are designated: Airplane Pilot (including Junior Airplane Pilot and Military 
Aviator), Air Observer,’ Airship Pilot and Balloon Observer. 

All but 18 Air Corps officers have one or more of the above ratings, with 
60% of all Air Corps officers holding more than one rating, <figness 

There are also 18 officers who hold all four ratings, with experience in 
all the branches of, military aviation. These 18 officers are stationed in 15 
different posts in the United States and its possessions. In rark they are ‘ 
three majors, three captains, and “zamaining twelve first eee fs 
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' WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS ° 


Changes of Station: Brigedier-General Benjamin D: Foulois, Assistant 
Chief of Air Corps, from duty as Chief of Materiel Division, Wright’ Field, 
Deyton, Ohio, to Office Chief of the Air Coros, Washington, July 1, 1930. 

Major Albert L. Sneed, Rockyell Field, Calif., to Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, effective July 30, 1930. 

Major Barton K. Yount, Air Coros Tectical School, Langley Field, Va., to 
Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., to assume commend, 

Captein Wm. F. Volandt, upon comietion of tour of duty in Philippines, 
to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

Catain Lloyd L. Hervey, Fort Crockett, Texas, to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
for duty as student 1930-1932 course at Command and General Staff School. | 

Ca:tain Alfred I. Puryear, Langley Field, Vea., to Fort Bragg, N.C., for 
duty with 2nd Balloon Company. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Philinpines, Captain Arthur W. Brock 
to proceed to Langley Field, Va., for duty. 

Upon arrival in United States from Hawaii, Cantein Harry C. Dyeyben to 
Walter Reed General Hos»ital for observation and treatment. 

1st Lieut. Edvard H. White, upon completion of present course of instruc- 
tion at Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to Duncen Field, Texas. 

lst Lieut. Edgar M. Fokelsonger, Fort Sill, Oklehoma, to Fort Brace» 3.6... 
for duty with 2nd Balloon Comeany. 

lst Lieut. James T. Hutchison from Letterman General Hospital to Walter 
Reed General Hospital for observation and treatment. 

lst Lieut. Relph A. Snavely, Kelly Field, Texas, to Rockvell Field, Calif., 
effective September 1, 1930. 

end Lieut. John A. Samford, Fort Crockett, Texas, to Air Corps Training 
Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

end Lieut. Maurice C. Bisson, Kelly Field, to Langley Field, Va. 

lst Lieut. James C. Cluck, Orfice Chief of the Air Corps, to Detroit,Mich., 
for duty as Procurement Planning Representative of the Air Corps, August 29,1930. 

end Lieut. James W. McCauley, Fort Sill, Cklzhoma, to Air Corns Training 
Center, Dunce: Field, Texas, August 15, 1930, 

Reserve Officers ordered to oxtended active auty: July. 2 to December 31,30 
end Lieut. Charlies Frederick Scott, Fermingdale, L.I., New York, to Selfridge 
Field, Mich. - 2nd Lieut. Wm. Werner Caldwell, Cakland, Calif., to. Rockwell 
Field, Calif. - 2nd Lieut. Robert K. Urban, Abilene, Texas, to Rockwell Field, 
Calif., - 2nd Lieut. Harry W. Fowler, San Antonio, Texas, to Dodd Field, Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, - 2nd Lieut. Wm. Groen, Jr., Whittier, Calif., to Rockwell 
Field, - 2nd Lieut. Sheldon B. Yoder, Almont, Mich., to Selfridge Field, Mich. - 
end Lieut. Horace J. Reid, Pilger, Neb., to Selfridge Field, Mich., - 2nd: Lieut, 
Carl Brewer Fry, Pasedena, Celif., to Rockwell Ficld; June 29 to Dec. 27 ,1930 - 
ena Lieut. Henry Bishow Fisher, San Franciscosvalif., to Crissy Field, Calif., - 
end Lieut. James H. Gray, Chammeig, I1l., to Selfridge Field, Mich. ~. 2nd Lieut. 
Willard J. Venen, Harrisburg, Pa., to Langley Field, Va.; June 15,'30 to June l¢ 

















‘ 1931 - 2nd Lieut. George Raymond Cullman, Jersey City, N.d., to Mitchel Field, 


New York; July 6, 1930 to Jume 30, 1921: end Lieut. William Russell Bradford, 
Bonham, Texas, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas.- 

Relieved from Detail. to the Air Corus: 2nd Lieut. Harlan C. Parks to the 
Hawaiian Denartment for duty with the Coast Artillery Corps. 

end Lieut. George R. Evéns to Infantry, end Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Detailed to the Air Corns end to Frimary Flying School, Brooks Field, Texas, 
not later than July 1, 1930, for training: cond Lieut. Reymond E. Bell, Infantry; 
end Lieut. Howard Q. Euglin, Field Artiliery;. 

Promotions: Lieut.-Colonel Ira F. Fravel to Colonel, rank from May 14,1930. 

Major Jacob E. Fickel to Dieut.--Colonel, renk from May 14, 1930, 

Major Rush B. Lincoin to Lieut.-Colonel, ranic from May 21, 1930. 

lst Lieut. John M. Clark to Ceptein, ronk from May 25, 1950, 

lst Lieut. Rovland C.%. Blessley to Canstain, rank from May 27, 1930, 

lst Lieut. Arthur Thoms to Cantain, rank from May 29, 1950, 

end Lieut. William D. Old to ist Lieuterant, rank from May 15, 1930, 

end Lieut. Elmer T. Rundcuist to lst Lieutenant, rank from May 21, 1930, 

end Lieut. David M. Ramsay to Ist Lieutenent, rank from May 27, 19350. 

end Lieut. Karold G. Peterson to lst Lieutenant, rank from May 29, 1930. 
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Yromntions (Rsattumed) ae 
end Lieut. George F. Schulzen to ‘Ist Lieutenant, rank from May 31, 1930, 





end Lieut. Otto P. Weyland to lst Lieutenant, rank from June 2, 1930. 

end Lieut. Reginald R. Gillespie to lst Lievtenant, rank from June 7,1930, 
end Lieut. Kirtley J. Gregg to lst Lieutenant, rank from June 10, 1930, 
Resignaticn: 2nd Lievtenant Sidney John Nelson. 





settee 
MARCH FIELD STUDENTS GRADUATE TO A.F.S. 


June 27, 1930, marked the graduation from the Primary Flying School at 
Varch Field, Riverside, Calif., of 19 student officers, who were ordered to 
the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, to take the advanced course, 
viz: 

Second Lieutenants : 
Jerald W. McCoy, Infantry 
Phineas J. Morrill, Infantry 
Pearl H. Robey,. Infantry 
Mearshell §. Roth, Q.M. Corps. 
Dwight B. Schannep, Field Artillery 
Charles Sommers, Signal Corps. 
Keene Watkins, Infantry. 


Donald W. Armagost, Cavalry 
Harold H. Bassett, Corps of Engineers 
Roger J. Browne, Cavalry 
Melie J. Coutlee, Infantry 
Roy G. Cuno, Infantry 
Rudolph Fink, Coast Artillery Corps 
John C. Horton, Field Artillery 
William E. Karnes, Cavalry Enery S. Wetzel, Field Artillery. 
Donald J. Keirn, Field Artillery Don Z. Zimmerman, Corps Engineers 

Robert M. Kraft, Field airy 

---000--— 


PROMOTION OF ENLISTED MEN OF THE AIR CORPS 


The following nonconmissioned officers of the Air Corps recently received 

 romotions: 

To Mastor Sergeant 
Technical Sergeant Alvan Killgore, 4ist School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 
Technical Sergeant Arvin E. Miller, 19th Airship Company, Langley Field, Va. 
Technical Sergeant Vernon H. Merson, 20th Photo Section, Langley Field, Va. 
Technical Sergeant Edwin B. Woodward, 52nd School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas, 
Technical Sergeant Emil E. Lalonde, i7th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field. 

To Technical Sergeant 











Staff 


Staff 
Staff 
Staff 
Staff 
Staff 
Staff 
‘Staff 


Staff 


Staff 
Staff 
Staff 


Sergeant 


Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 
Sergeant 


Sergeant Hugh 


Thomas R. Harmon, 90th Attack Squadron, Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Andrew F. Hygaard, 13th Atteck Squadron, Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Estes Lamb, 8th Attack Squadron, Fort Crockett, Texas. 
Archie L. Ferguson, Mersliall Field, Tort Riley, Kansas. 
Albert G. Junkert, March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
Jemes C. Arnold, 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Frank J.-Siebeneler, 66th Service Squadron, Philippines. 
Leamon V. Ward, 22rd Observetion Squadron, Maxwell Field, Ala. 
Edgar J. Raymond, Slst Observation Squadron, Crissy Field, Celif, 
John P. O'Callaghan, 20th Photo Section, Brooks Field, Texas. 
John R.D. Wallece, 52nd School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 
J. Marth, 17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
~—-000—~=— 


RETIREMENT OF AIR CORPS ENLISTED MEN 


The following noncommissioned officers of the Air Corps were recently 


placed upon the retired list: 


Master Sergeant Edwerd Ward, 20th Photo Section, Brooks Field, Texas. 


Master Sergeant Hjelmar Homan, 53rd School Squadron, March Field, Calif. 
Master Sergeant Patrick Foy, 17th Tursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 


Mich., after 37 years! 
Master Sergeant James B, Premo, 


service. 
ist School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas. 
---000---— 


The enlisted strengzth of the Army Air Corps on April 30, 1930 (last avail- 


able figures) vas 11,935, including 292 Flying Cadets. 
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—— vive SHOOL GRADUATES _ sruiems 


' Graduation exercises of ‘the Sins, “1930, aia of the sainenasi . Flying School 
‘at ‘Kelly Field, Texas, were held on’June 21st at the Air Corps Training Center, 
the class consisting of 16 officers of the ‘Regular Army, one officer of the 


Colombian Army, 77 Flying Cadets and one noncommissioned officer. 


These 95 


graduates: are divided’ among the special branches of aviation, as follows: 
Attack, 18; Bombardment, 15; Observation, 22; Pursuit, 40. | 


20th.” 


’ The’ graduating class yvarticipated in the Randolph Field dedication on June 


The Flying Cadets were discharged on June 23rd, having been awarded com 


missions as end Lieutenants in the Air Corps Reserve. 


Those accepting extended 


active duty proceeded to the stations to which they were assigned on the follow- 


ing day. 


Altogether, 59 Flying Cadets received orders to active duty under 


their status as Reserve officers, and were assigned to stations, as follows: 
5 to Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; 5 to Mexwell Field, Montgomery, Ala.; 


10 to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas; 6 to Lengley Field, 


Va.; 11 to Selfridge 


Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich.; 6 to Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.; 4 to Crissy Field, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 8 to Rockwell Field Coronado, Calif.; 3 to 


The graduating 


Officers of the Receular Arny 





. Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and 3 to Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York. 
class is listed below, as follows: 


end lieutenant James E. Briggs, Field Artillery, Rochester, New York. 


” John F. Egan, Air Corps, New York City. 
. Laurence §. Kuter, Field Artillery, Rockford, Illinois. 
. David P. Leubech, Corps of Engineers, Easton, Pa. 

. Richard P. O'Keefe, Field Artillery, Marshall, ‘Michigan. : 


John W. Persons, Air Corps, Montgomery, 


Ala. 


James K. DeArmond, Signal Corps, Butler, Missouri. 
Fay 0. Dice, Air Corps, Kewanee, Illinois. 


aa Robert L. Easton, Field Artillery, Eugene, Oregon. 


. . William L.' Ritchie, Field Artillery, Helena, Arkensee. 


" . Bred Q: Talley, 


William C. Seams, Jr., Infantry, Meridian, Miss. 
Delma T. Spivey,. Infantry, Whaleyville, Virginia. 
Infantry, Council Grove, Kansas. 
Edward H. White, Air Corps, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


. Otto Wienecke, Air Coros, New York City. 
. Murray C. Woodbury, Air Corps, Burlington, Vermont. 


- Josesi A. Anderson, 


Flying 


Cadets 





San Diego, Calif. 


Joe Shirley Anderson, Honea Path, S.C. 


Paul §. Boker, 
John Bonnell, 
Claude E. Brignall, 
Joe C. Britton, 
Eugene D. Blekeney, 


‘Lawrence T. Broeran, 
Vernon M. Byrne, 


Frank P. Bostrom, | 


“Willis G. Carter, 


Edgar G.Carlisle,Jr. 


Wilidem. -B. Clements, 


Ralston L. Crew 
Robt. P. Doolittle, 


Cornelius K. Dunbar, | 


Lavrence A. Duncan, 
Harold W. Fairchild, 
Marghall H. Fay;~ 
James A. Fisk, 
Harry B. Fleming, 
Faun W.Freeborn, Jrs 
Eldred L. Gann, 
Ralph J. Gibbons, 
James N. Going, 


~ Jonathan BE. Grasty, 
. Harlow B. Grow, 


' Picher; Oclahome. .' 


Wollaston, Mass. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Enid, “Oklahome.. 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 
Portland, ‘Oregon. ° 
Sarinemin,-I11. 
Bangor, Maine. 


Wayne, Pa. 
Durand, Ga. 


Kern Creek, Nevada. 
South Bend, Ind. 


Cincinnati; 0. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. .- 
Cambridge, Mass’s 
‘Winchester, Mess. 
“San Diego, Calif, 
Weleetka, Oklahoma. 


Bairden, Kansas. * 


Topeka, Kansas. 


 ‘fustin, -Texas. 


Sandy, Utah. 


' Francis I. 


Philip W. Hatch, 


‘Robert J. Hixon, 


New Haven, Mass. 
Greencastle, Ind. 


Robt. W. Humohreys, Keithsturg, Ill. 


Lloyd E. Hunt, 
Jacobs, 
Claris E. Johnson, 
Francis X. Kelly, 
Edward F. Kiessig, 
J .David Kreysler, 


- Winston W. Kratz, 
College Station, Tex. 


George C. Kruse, 
Harold A.Lidster, 


Cincinnati,Ohio. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Chanpaign, Ill. 
Washington ,D.Cc. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Redlands, Calif. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Urbana, Ill. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Chas. H.Leitner,Jr. Snartanburg,s.C. 


Richard M.McGlinn, 
Chas. T. Maxwell, 


‘Davenport Mechem,. 


Chase H. Miller, 
Laddie J. Miller, - 


§ .Bellingham; Wash 
Indiane»olis, Ind. 
Los Cruces, N.M. 
Lexington, .Ky. 
Oakland, Calif. 


Austin §.Merrifield, Venice,Calif. 


‘Kenneth W. Mosher, 


Russell °°. Munson, 


‘» Reginald L.Néedham, 
~-Orville L. Oakes, 
Walla Wella, Wash. 


Wallace O'Daniels, 
Herbert A. Orr, 


Olof P. Pierson, 
‘*§.Morris Pinconmk, 
~190— 


Sandwich, I11. 
Laramie, Wyoming. 


-Lorena, Texas. 


Tucson, Arizona. 
Seattle, ash. 
North Adams, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Overland Pk, Kans. 
V-6058, A.C. 











Flying Cadets (Contigued) 
Howard R. Poppen, Pedria, [ll. R. Milo Thornton, tos Angeles, Calif, 
Carl E. Recknagol, Springfield, 0. ‘Ashby H. Toulmin, Mobile, Ala. 
Robert S. Riley, Worcester, Mass. Lester E. Wagner, St. Paul, Minn. 
George E. Rodieck San Antonio, Tex. Byron Q. Van Cott, Salt Lake City, Utah, 


Lloyd L. Sailor, Champaign, Ill. Louis S. Wait, Superior, Nebraska, 
John E, Sandow, Amherst, Mass. Paul Waterman, Providence, R.I. 
Wm. H. Sherwood, Waterford, Pa. Felix Waitkus, Chicago, Ill. 
James Hudson Smart, Tucson, Arizona. William R. White, Indianapolis, Ind, 
Curtis E.Smith,Jr. Augusta, Ge. Francis A. Wilgus, Rockford, I11. 


Frank LeRoy Smith, Mt.Airy, N.C. Clifton D. Wright, Rock Hill, S.C. 
William H. Sykes,Jr. Blacksburg, Va. Stanley J. Young, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Thomas L. Taylor, Columbia, S.C. eA 

Noncommissioned Officer, A,C. 
Staff Sergeant Maurice M. Beach, San Antonio, Texas. 

Foreign Officer 
Henrique Senta-Maria, Colombian Army. 

4s is customary, sometime before graduation the students made a long croas- 
country flight. On May 26th, a flight of 10 Bombardment students in five LB5 
airplanes, left Kelly Field and returned on May 3lst. ‘The flight was accompanied 
by lst Lieut. R. A. Snavely and 2nd Lieut. H.R. Baxter. Muskogee, Oklahoma, ms 
visited on the 26th, the date the field was dedicated by the Secretary of War. 
The night of the 27th was spent at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. ue to inclement weather 
@ stop was made overnight at Midland, Texes, on May 28th. The next overnight 
stop was at El Paso, Texas. 

The Observation Section cleared Kelly Field on May 28th with 16 planes. the 
flight was composed of 24 students, 3 instructors and 3 enlisted mechanics. The 
personnel were guests of the City of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, on the night of the 
e8th. The committee in charge of arrangements in that city provided an enter~ 
taining evening. The next day a flight was made to Fort Sill, and on the 30th 
the flight continued to El Paso. ‘The section returned to Kelly Field on June lst 

It may be remarked that through one of those strange coincidences which | 
happen now and then, the number of students greduating from the Advanced Flying 
School on February 27th lest (95) was the same as the number graduating on 
June 2lst. Since October, 1928, a total of 560 students graduated from the 
Advanced Flying School, itemized as follows: October, 1928, 63; February, 1929, 
85; June, 1929, 103; October, 1929, 119; February, 1930, 95; June, 1930, 95. 

---000-—< 





NEW EQUIPMENT FOR THE AIR CORPS 


Contracts fer new airplanes, engines, and accessories, involving an expendi 
ture of $11,299,978.97, were recently axproved by the War Department. Under the 
outlay of the sum above mentioned, the Air Corps will secure in the near future 
402 airplanes with spare parts end 1004 ergines with spare parts. The purchase 
of this equipment for the Air Corps will be paid for out of the funds made avail 
able by the 1931 Army Appropriation Bill, which was approved by the President 
on May oth. 

The Douglas Company, of Santa Monica, Calif., was awarded a contract for 
$2,221 623.30, covering 146 Model BI-2B Basic Training airplanes with spare part 
end 44 Model 0-38 Observation airplanes with spore paris. é 

The contract totalling $1,543,183.90, awetded the Boeing Airplane Company, 
Seattle, Washington, ccvers 131 Model P-12C0 Pursvit planes with spare parts. 

Under its contract with the Air Corps, the Thomas-Morse Aircraft Corvoratio 
Boffalo, New York, is to construct 71 Model 0-19 Observation planes, with spare 
parts, at a total cost of $1,018,126.20. 

For the total sum of $437,632.65, the Sikorsky Aviation Corporation of 
Bridgeport, Conn., under its contract, will construct for the Air Corps ten 
Sikorsky dmphibien airplanes, with spare parts. — 

A contract for 128 "Cyclone" engines, Model R-1750, with spare parts, amovd' 
ing to $742,643.13, was awarded the Wright Aeronautical Corporation of Paterson, 
NJ. 

The Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Co., of Hartford, Conn., received a tontract 
for $3,802,763.32, covering 684 "Wasp," 450 horsepower engines end spere parts, 
and the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company received one for $1,533,796.27, 
cow ring 40 iis] 0-12-%, 420 horsepower engines and spare perts, and 152 Model 
V-1570, 600 horsepower engines and spare parts. Included among the 1570 type 
of engines are some geared and supercharged types. V~6058, A.C. 
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FLYING. INSTRUCTORS SCHOOL IN SESSION AT KELLY FIELD 


With an enrollment. of 27 students, the Air Corps's annual flying instruc- 
tors' school opened at Kelly Field on June lst. Lieut. Robert D. Knapp, Air 
Corps, Of Brooks Field, Texas, was designated Director of the school during the 
30-day period of the course. . 

Training and qualification of. officers as instructors at Brooks, Kelly and 
March fields is the purpose of the school. Special emphasis is given to main- 
tenance of uniform methods and standards of training in the Primary Flying 
Schools at Brooks anf March fields. 

--~000-——= 


A NEW HOLE-IN-ONE-CLUB 


A new kind of hole-in-one-club was organized b; two Mitchel Field flyers, 
Lieuts. Lorry Tindal and "Sadie" Steed - a sort of a land tem on the fairway and 
approach the green with a tire game. Of course, you mst conform strictly to 
rules, and it is only after diligent practice at ground-looning and throwing that 
tire high, wide and handsome for a perfect pitch shot to the green that you can 
qualify for membership in this club. ‘ Then, too, the handicaps are all pretty 
high as yet, but the players are heading doggedly towards scratch =~ only one 
scratch. 

To present the story to you truthfully, these two men, enroute to Mitchel 
from Comp Dix, were forced dom low by fog. After barging up the Hudson to no 


_.evail in an endeavor to circle the "soupy" weather, they gave up the ghost and 
decided.to land. Pelham Bay Golf Course loomed un under them and they decided 


to put it dom. Steed went in first and was forced to ground-loop to keep from 


- running into some trees. In doing so a yortion of the landing gear parted 


company with the plane. The flyers were heartily tvelcomed with shouts of "Fore," 


end were well taken care of until the necessary repairs were made. 


---000-—— 
NEW ATRPORT DEDICATED AT LOS ANGELES; CALIF. 


The new Los Angeles Municipal Airport, formerly Mines Field, near Inglewood, 
was dedicated June 7th and: 8th. This airport was the site of the 1928 National 
Air Races. Army Observation, Pursuit and Bombardment planes, Navy and Marine 
Corps, National Guard planes were represented, also planes from the Primary 
Flying School at March Field. Altogether, the twoeday celebration was a large 
affair. The 40th Division Aviation from Griffith Park, Los Angeles, sent over 
seven ships, of which number five 02's. put. on a short formation flight. The 
Adjutant General of California, General Mittelstaedt, representing the Governor, 
flew over with the Guardsmen and delivered an address. The Goodyear Blimp 
"Volunteer" was the kick of the show, as it dropped dow within speaking distance, 
jettisoned some flowers, then nlacidly set dow. 

-7~-000=-— 


RESERVE OFFICERS LOSE LIVES IN AIRPLANE CRASH 


Captain Albert HE. Flood and Lieut. Benjamin Perkowitz, flying together ina 
PT plane from Mitchel Field, were both instantly killed on Sunday, June 29th, 
when their plane crashed between the Meadowbrook and the Salisbury Country Clubs, 
only a few hundred yards from the edge of the Army airdrome. 

They had been aloft about a half hour on a training flight and were coming 
out of a spiral when, it is believed, their motor quit and, to avoid crashing into 
the crowds of golfers on the links nearby, they stretched their glide, causing the 
plane to fall off and spin into the ground. The customary Board of Investigation, 
appointed soon after the accident happened, will no doubt discover the actual 
cause of the tragedy as nearly as it is possible to do so, . 

Eoth officers were Group I pilots, and both were the most active of the 
"inactive" status Air Corps Reserve »,ilots in the 2nd Corps Area, rarely missing a 
Sunday or one other day in the week when they were not out for their flying at 
Mitchel Field. 

Captain Flood was an assiatant principal of a New York school, and Lieut. 
Berkowitz was in the real estate business in the city. The former had been a 
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cadet colonel of his class at Princeton Ground School, where he received his 
ground training during the War, later receiving instruction in flying at one of 
the southern flying fields and subsequently being placed on duty as flying 
instructor. He was lately promoted to Captain in the Air Corps Reserve. 

Lieut. Berkowitz saw flying service overseas, where he was a Pursuit pilot, 
Both officers were neighbors in the Bronx and inseparable comrades in life, evey 
as they were in death. Their tragic fate will leave a deep and lasting impressig, 
in the Air Corps, as they had a host of friends both among the Regular and Resery 
personnel. 

~--000=—-= 


CONGRATULATIONS FOR TRANS ATLANTIC FLYERS 


Recognizing the snlendid achievement of Captain Charles Kingsford Smith, 
pilot of the airplane "Southern Cross," in negotiating the most difficult flight 
across the Atlantic, east to west, the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secre- 
tary of War for Aeronautics, forwarded to him the following message: 

"Hearty congratulations on the splendid airmanship of yourself and your 
associates in piloting the Southern Cross to the United States. In the success- 
ful completion of your flight you have made a new and important entry in the 
international oceanic airways log. Your pioneering effort has won world-wide 
acclaim and admiration." 

Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, forwarded the follow 
ing message to the flier who just added the Atlantic Ocean flight to his conquest 
of the Pacific two years ago: 

"The United States Army Air Corps salutes your splendid attainment and 
welcomes the Southern Cross on its return to American soil. Congratulations to 
yourself and crew." 

The members of the crew on the Southern Cross on this epoch-making flight 
were Evert Van Dyk, whom Captain Kingsford-Smith called the "Flying Datchman;" 
Captain J. Patrick Saul, the Irish navigator, whom he called Paddy, and "Little 
Johnny Stannage," the Austrelian wireless operator. 

; ~--000--- 


RETIREMENT OF MASTER SERGEANT WARD 


After 28 years and seven months of active service, Master Sergeant Edward 
Ward, 20th Photo Section, Air Corps, Brooks Field, Texas, wes placed on the 
retired list. 

Sergeant Ward first enlisted in the Coast Artillery August 26, 1901. He 
went with the Signal Corps Nov. 17, 1904, and served with that branch of the 
service until dugust 24, 1917, when he was commissioned a First Lieutenant. 
Following his discharge from the service, because of the expiration of the World 
War emergency, he reenlisted with the Air Corps on November 1, 1919, and has 
served therewith until the date of his retirement. 

For the past eleven years Sergeant Ward was in charge of photographic Labo- 
ratories and instructed in photography. The orders announcing his retirement 
expressed the devotion and loyalty which marked Sergeant Ward's service in the 
Army. The Sergeant also holds a commission as Captain in the Signal Corps 
Reserve, 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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28th Bombardment Squadron: The usual exodus of vacationists,’ seeking to 
avoid the hot weather , took place this month, with Baguio in the lead as the 
most popular resort. Among those leaving were Capt. Brock and family, Lieut. 
Phillips and family, Lieut. and Mrs. Steel, and a large representation of en- 
listed personnele 

Despite the fact that the Inter-Squadron Basketball league is not yet under 
way, our Squadron team played several games with fast teams in and around Manila. 


Among the teams we have met were the fast Philippine Olympics and the strong 


_ Sternberg Hospital five. From present indications, our court men will take the 


Post Cup for the fourth consecutive seasone 

eo Observation Squadron: The Squadron has not yet fully completed the an- 
nual aerial gunnery season, the phases on aerial tow targets still remaining 
to be fired. The leading scorers on the ground targets are Lieut. Shea with 216 
bombing and 638 machine guns, and Capt. Giles, with 175 bombing and 650 machine 

UNG e 

; On April 22d Major Harms, Lieuts. Grisham, McDonnell, Backes and Nowland, 
with three mechanics, Sgts. Smith, Podolski and Pust, took off in three Loening 
Amphibians on a tour of the Southern Islands, expecting to be gone a week or 
ten daysSe 

Headquarters Detachment, 4th Composite Groups Organization Day was cele- 
brated by a picnie at the Malabon Reservoir, and a good time was had by all. 

The Inter-Squadron Duck-Pin Tournament is again well under way, the Head- 
quarters team being third from the top. 

On April 16th Nichols Field lost a ball game to the Post of Manila. It 
started out to be a very close game until Willmer, lst baseman of Nichold Field, 
was sent to the bench, and in one inning the Post of Manila gained enough to 
win the game. On apr 220, the Nichols Field tall team travelled via recon- 
naissance bus to Ft. Stotsenburg; for a double header. The team split even, the 
first game being won 5-1 and the second lost by the same score. Warrant Officer 
Jackson, formerly of Selfridge Field, is coaching the team the last half of the 
season and is doing very good work. 

During. the month two games were played with the ball team which will repre- 
sent the Philippines in the coming Oriental Olympics to be held in Japan this 
month. This team is composed of the native players throughout the Islands. 
Nichols lost both gamese 

The Post. Theatre acquired an amplifier unit and each show is enlivened by 
the playing of marches, jazz and classical selections. It is expected that work 
will be started soon on the installation of a Sound outfit, which will prove 
most welcome. The booking of silent pictures has now become quite a probleme 

The Post Library recently received | & new traveling library and reading 
interest has been revived. 

Interest in the golf course has slumped a bit, due to the hot season. 





40th Div. Aviation. Gahils Nat’1 Guard, Griffith Park Airport, Los Angeles, Calif. 











Capt. H.M. Seneniere, C.0., of the 95th Pursuit Squadron stationed at Rock-= 
well Field, Coronado, Calif., recently dropped in for an oversnight stop, pro- 
ceeding to his home station the next day. The 95th's Pel2's are becoming more 
familiar at this post, and.cre always welcome. 

Lieut. John Sewall, of the 115th Observation Squadron, recently somplutwud 
a'trip via air to Troy, Ohio, and return on business for the Waco Aircraft Coe, 
of which he is Western Wholesale Sales Manager. Leaving L.eA. via T.A.7T. on the 
morning of April 10th, he reached Troy, via Kansas City and Columbus, on the 12th, 
Eight days were spent.at the factory, and Jack reports a real thrill from the 
Taperwing-160 m.peh.e The return trip in a Model K-Kinner, covered several busi- 
ness stops on the way and was completed on the 26th. Lieut. Sewall is still 
trying to get over the fact that, instead of figuring on Douglas 0-2 gas consump- 
tion, he averaged some 65 galse per hour for the entire 2500 miles back to the 
Coast, 

The officers of this Squadron shot the practice round on the pistol range 
on May 25th, and the record course on June 8th. Results are not yet compiled, 
but it is hoped that most of the officers qualified. 

~- 194 - V-6058,A.Ce 











“ 


Lieut. John Noe of this organization was recently added to the pilot staff 
of Western Air Expresse That makes four of our pilots on the W.A.E. payroll. 

Lieut. Leonard E. Thores of the 115th Observation, sailed from San Francis. 
co, May 29th on the hatson Liue for a four months' trip around the world. ' The 
envy of his departure among the squadron was somewhat lessened by his farewell 
party given uSe 

Boeing's United Airport, near us, was the scene, on May 30th-3lst and June 
Ist, of an elaborate Decicatory program, including .the usual civilian events. 
The Army was represented by Rockiell Field Pursuit and Bombardment. ec 

Novr that the perils of annual inspéctiions for the year are over, the 
thought and plans of the Squadron are shaping themselves toward summer training 
camp at San Luis Obispo, July 26th-Aucust Sth. The various Sections have turn- 
ed in their ideas as to what they want and the general camp schedule is com- 
pleted and OKed. This will be the second training camp at which we have the 
opportunity of working with the other branches, and from the lessons learned 
last year we hope that the 1930 camp will develop a smoothness and cooperation 
which can come only with actual inter-branch contact. Anyway, we are all look- 
ing forward to an experience which will make us a more useful and efficient 
outfit. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field _ Antonio’, Texas, June 17ths 

Major Wilfred M. Blunt, 5th Cavalry, of Fort Clark, Texas, while in this 
vicinity, paid a visit to the San Antonio Air. Depot on the afternoon of May 27th, 

Ist Lieut. John Mi. Clark, A.C;, Depot Supply Officer of the Fairfield Air 
Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, visited this Depot May 27th to June lst on temporary 
duty for a conference on the storage and issue of supplies at Air Corps Depats. 
Lieut. Clark renewed old «tis Soman formerly been on duty at this 
Depot and at Kellv Field for several years 

Ist Lieut. Jeck Greer and Edward MM. ieitnn, A. Ge, of Rockwell Field, Calif,, 
were visitors at this Dopot, June 2d to 4th, arriving by rail and ferrying t0 
PT+3A%s back to the Rockwell Air Depot. 

Ist Lieut. Lucis V. Beeu, Jre, Air Corps Instructor ‘with the 45th Division 
Aviation, Colo. National Guerd, at Denver, arrived here June 5th and left on the 
6th, ferrying an 02-H for delivery to the.Colorado National ‘Guard. . 

On June 5th the Depot-had the honor of a visit from:Col. Francisco J. 
Aguilar, Military Attache to the Mexican Embassy, while an a series of -visits 
to the Army Service Schools of the United States for the purpose of making 
a study of the educational system of our Army, He was in this vicinity in order 
to visit the Air Corps Primary and Advanced Flying Schools. ‘Colonel Aguilar, 
who was accompanied on-his visit to the Depot by Brig»-General:#.P. Lahm, Com- 
manding General of The Air Corps Training :Center, appeared deeply interested in 
and appreciative of the many and varied workings of the Air ear ye maint enance 
engineering system as manifested at this depot. 

A pleasant informal visit was received by the Depot on June 13th from Hr. 
RD. Sundell, Divisional Engineer at Browvmsville, Texas, of the Compania Mexi- 
cana de Aviecion, 5.A., of Mexico City, who discussed matters. of general aero- 
nautical interest anc. was interested in viewing the operations of the Depot's 
engineering shops. | : 

The following airplanes and engines were overhculed and repeired by the 
‘Engineering Department of this Depot during the month of Mays- 

: ‘Airplanes’ Overhaul + 1 Cel, 2 DH-4M-1, 4 DH-4M-2T, 1 O2-H, 2 Pl-A, 1 
Pl-D, 1 Pl-E, 2 BT-1, 3 PY-3, 9 PT=3A, Total 26. # Miscellaneous Repair: 3 A-3, 

I A-3A; 1 A-3B, 1 LB-5, 2 LB-SA, 1 C-7, 2. 0-9, 3 O1-E, 2 02, 1 O2-C, 5 O2-H, 

1 02-M3, 1 O3=B, 1 0-195, 1 PV-9, * PW-9C, 3 PW-9D, 1 PT-3, 1 PT+3A, 1 NS, 

Total 33. Assembly Jobs: 3 PI- 

Enginest Major Overhaul - >. Serine D-12, 21 Wright J-5, Total 45. Minor 
Overhaul? 74 nes 8 Curtiss D-12, total 82. ; 
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Luke Field, 7 han June, LOth: 

2Qnc Lieuts.e TB. Anderson, J.H. Davies, I.i.. Atterbury, J.li. Thompson and 
B.iie Rawlings, who arrived at Luke Field for a tour of foreign service,on larch 
2Zlst, accepted commissions as Second Lieutenants, Air Corps, Regular Army, to 
have rank from May 8, 1930. 

2nd Lieut. John H. Dulligan returned to Luke Field for duty, having finished 
the course for Cooks and Bakers at Schofield Barracks. 

1st Lieut. James F.J. Early departed for Kanai on leave of absence on the 
20th, having ceased to be a benedict, and willsail for the mainland for duty 
vith the Ist Balloon Co., at Ft. Sill, Okla., on the July 19th transport. 

Sgt. Maurice Aubree of Luke Field, Champion long distance runner of Hono- 
lulu, running steadily with a stiff pace, slicking off distance over a sunbaked 
course with the tenacity of a bulldog, won the sixth annual 1.C.A. modified 
Marathon run on Liay 30%h, from the foot of Aloha Tower to the Waikiki Natatorium. 

Aubree finished the race with a great burst of speed, being clocked at the 
finish by the judges in the time of 27 minutes 17 3-5 seconds, setting a new 
record for the course. 

Pvt. Edwards, also of Luke Field, finished 6th, being clockee by the judges 
in the time of 29 minutes 52 seconds. 


Third Attack Group, Fi. Srosxeut,, Lexas. June, : end’ 

Nine planes of the 8th Attack Squadron led by Capt. Lotha A. Smith left 
last Saturday morning for Abilene, Texas, where they assisted in the dedication 
ceremonies of the new airport there. 

The Ft. Crockett Inter-Squadron Baseball League has developed into a race 
between the GOth Service Squadron and the 90th Attack Squadron. The 90th has 
Iost only one game and that one was to the 60th. 

The present standing of the teams in the League is as follows: 

Team - Played Won Lost. Ptse 


se 


60th Service Squadron 6 6 0 1.000 
$Oth Attack Squadron 5 4 1 «300 
13th Attack. Squadron 6 1 5 e167 
8th Attack Squadron 7 1 6 0143 


Plans are being completed for a Fost Tennis Tournament. A great deal of 
interest is taken in tennis here, and it is expected that some very fine matches 
will be seen during the tournament. 

Lieut. John H. Fite is in the Base Hospitel at Ft. Sam Houston, where he 
ha€ a minor operation performed. 

It was with a great deal of regret that we:sav Lieuts. Walter Gross, Julius 
Flock, Robert Johnston and Reginald Heber leave the Group. They were transfer- 
red on the Ist of June to the Air Corps Training Center at Duncan Field. 

Lieut. Alfred Beatie. who is in the Base Hospital at Ft. Sam Houston, is 
slowly recovering from the injuries he sustained in a crash here.some time ago. 
Sgte Criss, who was with Lieut. Beatie, at the time of the crash, is back at Ft. 
Crockett nove 


Recently when the U.S.S.-“Galvenston" was in port, the personnel of the. 
cruiser gave a farewell party and invited the entire personnel of the Third At- 
tack Groupe Those Marines and Sailors certainly did show us a perfect timee:' 
They sure do know how to entertain. 

The present standing of the teams in the Fort Crockett Inter-Squadron Base- 
ball League is as follows: 


Team Played Won Dost Pts. 
60th Service Squadron 10 9 ae: 0900 
90th Attack Squadron | 8 6. 2 e750 

8th Attack Squadron 10 3 Bh «300 
13th Attack Squadron 10 1 ) 2100 


Lieut. and Mrs. Ged. licHenry departed for Langley Field where Lieut. McHenry 
wil? attend the Tactical School. Lieut. iicHenry was formerly Adjutant of .Fort 
Criockett. When the 13th Attack Squacron was reorganized last November, he was 
appointed Commanding Officer thereof. Shortly before Lieut. and Mrs. licHenry left 
they were entertained with a beach party by the personnel of the 13th Squadron. 
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We regret to hear that we are going to lose Capt. Lloyd L. Harvey the lattep 
part of this month. Capt. Harvey will atiend the Command and Staff School at fh, 
Leavenworth, Kanse, for the 1930-31 course. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Earle T. ilacArthur returned home after their honeymoon, 
iirs. MacArthur was formerly Miss Genevieve Harris of Denver, Colo. 

Major Davenport Johnson just returned from Washington with the good news 
that an increase of 15 Attack planes is being contemplated for the Third Attack 
Groupe 

Moving pictures of the Third Attack Group were taken recently by the Pera- 
mount News Service under the direction of C.F. Garicke who took the first moving 
sound pictures for Paramount. Among the scenes that were shot were smoke screen 
demonstratiohs and maneuvers used in Attack Aviation. 

For the past couple of weeks the pilots of the Third Attack Group have been 
doing quite a bit of night flying. Up to the present time there has always been 
a good sized crowd at the field watching the planes land and take off. 

Under the command of Licut. Robert F. Tate, six planes of the Third Attack 
Group, flew to Lancley Field where demonstrations and instruction in Attack 
Aviation will be given the graduates of jest Point Military Academy. 

On the 29th of June, every available plane in the Third Attack Group took 
off for San Antonio to participate in the opening of Randolph Field. 

Under the command of Major Davenport Johnson, twenty planes of the 8th 
and 13th Attack Squadrons took off from Randolph Field for a davm to dusk 
flight to Chicago to participate in the Aerial Exposition on June 22nd and 23d, 
Nine of the planes were equipped for night flying in order to give demonstra~ 
tions of night flying over Chicago. 


Kelly Field, Texas, June 5th: 





A miniature golf course of 18 holes has been constructed on Kelly Field. 
A splendid course has been made and the crowded condition proves the popularity 
of the game with the enlisted men of the field. The Recreation Officer is in 
charge of the course and the clubs are furnished without charge. The players 
furnish their ovm golf balls. 

The Kelly Field Baseball League is now in full swing. All the squadrons 
on the field — eight = are represented. The 68th Service Squadron has had a 
clean record to date, leading the League with seven victories and no defeats. 
This team is playing in the San Antonio Senior League and making a very credit- 
able showing. The 40th, 42nd, 43rd and 4lst Squadrons are bunched together, with 
only a few points separating the team in second place from the team in the fifth 
place. The games nied been well attended and much enthusiasm shown. ’ 


Wheeler Field, eo end 3 


———- = en ee 





. 28th Pursuit Group$ Ist Lieut. James T. Hutchison and 2nd Lieut. D.H. 
Alkire departed from,the Group last. month for their new stations on the mainland. 
Upon completion of necessary treatment at Letterman General Hospital, Lt. Hutch- 
ison will proceed to Crissy Field. Lieut. Alkire is assigned to March Field. 
Bon Voyage was bid them in true Hawaiian fashion, with showers of Leis, Aloha's 
and an “Aloha flight" by the entire group as the transport rounded Diamond Head. 
The entire Group wishes them both every success at their new stations. 

The Group made two Inter-Island cross-country flights during the month. On 
April 13th, twelve Pi-9"'s of the 19th Pursuit Squadron escorted .a flight of 
Bombers from the 5th Composite Group, Luke Field, to the island of Molokai on a 
"kombing mission". All ships landed on Homestead Field; a large field maintain- 
ed by a Pineapple Plantation. On May 14th the Group, consisting of twenty-one 
PW-9"s and one C-2 transport, flew to Maui, escorting the 5th Composite Group 
on a “bombing” problem to Hilo, Island of Hawaii.e The Pil-9"s and C-2 landed on 
the Inter-Island Airways Field at Wailuku, Miauie The bombers, DH's and Amphib- 
ians continued on to Hilo. The flight from this point on was very disastrous 
for the 5th Composite Group, in | that they lost one bomber and two Amphibians 
in crossing the channel. 

The 18th Pursuit Group remained, at Wailuku and were very hospitably enter- 
tained by the inhabitants. The following. morning,. the Group took off at 11:10 
A.M., intercepted the 5th Composite Group on their return from Hilo, and re- 
turned to Wheeler Field, landing at 123825 P.ji. 

On Saturday night, April 12th, four P.-9"s, piloted by Lieuts. ee 
Towle, Culbertson and Prindle, participated in the Aloha Water Carnival in \ 
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Honolulu Harbor by formation flying in searchlight beams, and dropping flares 
over the procession of brilliantly lighted boats. Lieut. Culbertson’s ship 

spread a smoke screen across the mouth of the harbor. 
lights focussed on this smoke produced a very beautiful sight. 


The many colored search- 


113th Obs. Squadron, Indiana Nat*l Guard, Indianapc June 14th: 

During the past three years the 123th Observation Squadron has piled up 
The drill attendance has never fallen 
pelow 75 percent and the turnover of enlisted men is less than 30 percent. 
ing the three years that the Squadron has been operating off its ovm field there 
has been only one crack-up and no. fatalities. 

On June 8th, a battery of Anti-aircraft Artillery passed through our fair 
Equipped with high powered searchlights, 
and all the most modern anti-aircraft equipment, they paused long enough to dem- 
onstrate to the unsuspecting citizens that they are the babies to make the air 
It was a very interesting demonstration, but too one- 
Our pilots had a great deal of trouble keeping in the rays of the light 
and had to throttle down to keep from loosing the "defenders". 

Plans are being formulated for a big time on July 4th. 
an air circus, with stunts and features that have never been seen before in this 
Cooperating with a battery of Field Artillery from the 
139th FeA. 38th Division, the Squadron is going to stage a mimic war and, judg- 
ing from preliminary details, this war is going to be a "Dandy". 
lay our dough on the Air Corps. 


what we think is a very enviable record. 


city en route to Ft. Sheridan, Ill. 


"safe for the birdies", 


We expect to have 


part of the country. 


But we'll all 


Mitchel. Field, L.T.,_1 June 23rd 

Major Drury Mitchell,Q.M., and family, arrived on the field and have taken 
Majot Mitchell will take over the vacancy left by Colonel 
Scott, who departed several months ago for Fie Riley, Kansas, 

Lieut. Johnny Covington disputched a new rookie to the lst Squadron supply 
room to get a sickle with which to cut the grass around the Operations Office, 
and the man returned with two signal flags. 

Mrs. Trubee Davison has invited all the officers of 
ladies to be her guests at her Long Island estate on the 
Tennis and swimming promise to be the main diversions in 
thoroughly enjoyable day. 


up their quarters. 


Figure that 
the Post and their 

afternoon of June 28th. 
what we expect to be a 


154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas National Guard, 


The commissioned and enlisted personnel of this outfit are anxiously await- 
ing the morning of July 13th, when we leave for Pensacola, Florida, on our an- 
Our program calls for aerial gunnery, bombing, 
radio and pulling targets for the anti-aircraft unit of the Arkansas National 
The enlisted personnel has been divided into sections and the past year’s 
regularly prescribed weekly drill program has been given over to instruction of 
these men in the work they will do during the summer encampment. 
are Engineering, Radio, Armament, Supply, Transportation and Medical. 

Weekly evenings of pistol practice were held in our indoor range during the 
winter, and these scores indicate that a high percentage of the squadron person= 
‘These sessions were held by the Armament Officer, 
who has also thoroughly schooled the men in nomenclature, aiming, firing, etc. 

Lieut. Neil G. Romich of the Supply Section had another silver bar added to 
the one he has had all this time, and two of our Second Lieutenants have been 
promoted to the first grade, - Lieuts. Ed Fee and Ellis Fagan. 
Adams, John Howe, and Ed Garbacz just passed their tests and are now wearing 
their "Wings". 

The Squadron basebcll team is in mid-season form and has only lost one game 
Our Athletic Officer is whipping the bunch into shape for some of 
the service teams around Pensacola this summer. 

Our Squadron is mourning the loss of two members who died in the past month 
Lieut. Jimmie Youngblood was killed in Tulsa, Okla., while flying 
@ commercial ship; and Lieut. Bill Letzig, who was on active duty in Panama, was 
Our Commanding Officer, Major J. Carroll 
Cone, was seriously injured at Billings, Mont., while flying a commercial shipe 


nual encampment of fifteen dayse 


These sections 


nel will qualify as experts. 


Lieuts. George 


this seasone 





in crashese 


killed there while towing targets, 
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We are to receive three new H’s sometime before camp to help along the. two 
overworked ones we nov havee 

One of our H*s attracted quite a bit of atvention flying around last Satur. 
day afternoon with a -arget behind stretched out around three thousand feet, 
Capt. Baker, the Operations Officer, and one of the Armament Sergeants were test. 
ing out the equipment and getting in shape for lots of this a bit, later on, but 
a lot of people thought they were about to lose. something. 


idge Field, Mt.Clemen 
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3, Miche, June 6th 


17th Pursuit Squadrons On Friday, June 6th, the 17th Pursuit Squadron gave 
a Squadron peng followed by a minstrel show by the men of the Squadron, under 
the direction of Lieut. K.A. Rogers. 

At the request of the University of South Dakota,. Lieut. L.0. Ryan, 17th 
Pursuit Squadron, made an extended cross-country flizht to Vermilion; .South 
Dakota, to participate.in a celebration at the University. Lieut. Ryan. acted 
as judge of the girls" glider contest, one of the important events.of. the. day, 

Lieut. F.E. Malick, Purdue University out-fielder, is coaching the 17th 
Pursuit Squadron baseball team. 
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